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Abstract 

The purpose of this thesis is to understand the intellectual and cultural conditions that 

existed in Medieval Europe and the valuable Arabic contribution to it.  The aftermath 

from Northern invasions caused Medieval Europe to suffer economically.  It was a time 

of turmoil.  The Dark Ages was a time in history when people struggled with faith and 

reason. The Church controlled every facet of people’s lives.   Europeans did not trust 

non-religious learning; but, the politics in the Holy Roman Empire made some Christians 

want a change.  The Holy Roman Empire decided to divide itself into two parts; the 

Western Holy Roman Empire and Byzantium.  Christians in Europe believed that there 

was no justification for learning how things worked or for knowing science; On the other 

hand, Eastern culture influenced their brethren in Byzantium.  Islamic and Greek 

traditions influenced scholarship in the East.  Islam wanted followers who were thinkers. 

Because of this, Islamic society valued knowledge and encouraged scholastic pursuits.  

To make knowledge accessible to the masses, Muslim rulers created the Houses of 

Wisdom.  These institutions of academia preserved and translated ancient Greek texts, 

such as the works of Aristotle, into Syriac and Arabic.  For humanists, the success of the 

Islamic Golden Age was a time of “darkness.”  From the 5th century A.D. until the 15th 

century A.D., there was a darkness that fell upon Europe.  Europeans described Arab 

knowledge as magic.  The intellect and scholarship that came from the Houses of 

Wisdom, the Byzantines, and Al-Andalus did not have value or worth because it did not 

originate from the Holy Roman Empire of Europe.  This research attempts to explain how 

Arabic scholarship and its contribution to European reasoning and intellect after the 

decline of the Roman and Byzantine Empires were valuable but forgotten over time. 

 

Keywords: Arabic, Middle Ages, Medieval, Dark Ages, Houses of 

Wisdom(Grand Library of Baghdad), Petrarch, Humanist, Byzantium, 

Holy Roman Empire, Constantinople, Umayyad, Abbasid, Andalusia. 
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CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION 

Purpose 

 The purpose of this thesis is to understand the intellectual and cultural conditions 

that existed in Medieval Europe and the valuable Arabic contribution to it.  In the 

Americas, the feeling has been that the Dark Ages was a time of ignorance and savagery. 

Society was mysterious and dark. (Levrier-Jones, 2017) This research attempts to explain 

from an historical perspective how Arabic scholarship and its contribution to European 

reasoning and intellect after the decline of the Roman and Byzantine Empires were 

valuable but forgotten over time.  

Justification of the study 

 This topic is important for investigation because the West is unaware of this 

information. (Lyons, 2010) When traveling to Granada, Spain, the rich history of Arabic 

presence is visible everywhere.  The Islamic heritage of Spain is a source of pride, not 

contempt. (Salloum, 2016) It is of great consequence for individuals to appreciate the 

influence of Muslim scholarship on Western intellect and reason. (Virk, 2014)  

Research Problem 

 Individuals of today should understand the intellectual and scientific contributions 

of Arabic and Muslim culture to contemporary society.  Political leaders from the Dark 

Ages employed propaganda against Arabs and Muslims as a call to arms.  Petrarch said, 

“I can scarcely believe that anything good could come from Arabia.”  Unfortunately, 

these thoughts influence many people of today.  This way of thinking destroys the legacy 

of empires and erases their innovations from memory, only for someone to resurrect them 

from the sands of time hundreds or thousands of years from now.  As people, we want to 



MEDIEVAL ARABIC SCHOLARSHIP 2 

 

connect to our heritage.  When we lose that identity or destroy others, our cultures try to 

recreate a new one to foster a sense of belonging, but this new identity may not have the 

integrity of the forgotten one.  We have seen this happen repeatedly throughout history.  

Therefore, it is important for individuals to use our capabilities to improve humanity and 

respect intellect without regard to ethnicity, religion, and creed. 

Research questions 

       What components brought about and contributed to the Dark Ages?  What elements 

forced the Roman Empire to decline?  Why was the Church an agent in the Fall of the 

Byzantine Empire?  What authority did the Arabic Golden Age wield on the 

Renaissance? 

Definition of terms 

 Dark Ages is the period during the 5th and 15th centuries A.D. in western 

European history.  It occurred after the fall and decline of the Roman and Byzantine 

Empires. (van Liere, 2008) In this thesis, the term means non-Christian governance in 

European history. (Nelson, 2007) The time when Muslims established rule and leadership 

in Europe. 

 Middle Ages is another term for the Dark Ages.  It is also known as the Medieval 

Period.  It gave way to the Renaissance and the Age of Discovery. Historians divide it 

into three sections: Early, High, and Late Middle Ages. (Nelson, 2007)  

 Renaissance is a period in European history, between the 14th and 17th centuries.  

It marked the move from the Middle Ages to modernity. (Corning, 2015) In this 

document, it is when Europe returned to Christian governance and began to accept Greek 



MEDIEVAL ARABIC SCHOLARSHIP 3 

 

literature and classics. (Nelson, 2007) Before the Islamic conquests, Europeans did not 

accept Greek classics because of paganism and polytheism. 

 Andalusia is the name given by the Arabs to all of the Iberian (Spanish) 

territories under Muslim rule from 711 to 1492.  Andalusia had four kingdoms: Jaen, 

Cordova, Seville, and Granada. (Salloum, 2016) Granada was the last kingdom 

conquered by the Spanish crown under King Ferdinand II and Queen Isabella, in 1492. 

(Rogozen-Soltar, 2007) In this proposal, the term refers to the part of southern Spain that 

lies along the Mediterranean and part of North Africa across from the Strait of Gibraltar.  

 Islamic Golden Age is the period that began during the reign of the Abbasid 

caliph Harun al-Rashid (786 to 809).  During this time, the Muslims wanted to collect the 

scientific knowledge of the civilizations that they had conquered. Classical Greek, 

Persian, Indian, Chinese, Egyptian, and Phoenician writings that might have been lost 

were translated into Arabic and Persian languages.  They were, additionally, translated 

into Turkish, Hebrew, and Latin.  The operational meaning is the incorporation of 

knowledge and scientific discoveries from antiquity in Arabic society.  This knowledge 

included the Greek classics, science, and philosophy.   

 Crusade is the Holy Roman Empire conquest of Byzantium that began in 711. 

There were nine total.  The crusades had a dual purpose: to restore Byzantium to the 

Christianity of the West and to capture the Holy land.   

 Umayyad is the second of the four major caliphates set up after the death of 

Muhammad. The Umayyads continued the Muslim conquests.  They annexed the 

territories of the Maghreb and the Iberian Peninsula (Al-Andalus) into the Muslim world. 
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The Umayyad Caliphate was one of the largest empires in history in both area and world 

population. An Abbasid rebellion overthrew the dynasty in 750 A.D.   

 Abbasid is the third Islamic caliphate to succeed the prophet Muhammad. These 

people claimed descent from Muhammad's uncle, Abbas ibn Abdul-Muttalib.  The 

caliphate moved the capital from Damascus to Baghdad. The Abbasids built the House of 

Wisdom there.  This is where both Muslim and non-Muslim scholars went to translate 

and gather all the world's knowledge into Arabic.  Qur'anic teachings influenced the 

Abbasids.   Hadith such as "the ink of a scholar is more holy than the blood of a martyr” 

stressed the value of knowledge.  They established the Islamic Golden Age by the middle 

of the 8th century.   During this period, the Muslim lands were an intellectual center for 

science, philosophy, medicine, and education.      

 House of Wisdom (Bayt Al-Hikma) was the Grand Library of Baghdad. Some 

consider it a major Abbasid public academy and intellectual center or a large private 

library that the Abbasid Caliphs owned during the Islamic Golden Age.  The Siege of 

Baghdad destroyed it in 1258. As caliphs created similar institutions across their 

territories, people called them Houses of Wisdom or buyut al hikma in Arabic. 

 Visigoths were the western branches of the nomadic tribes of Germanic peoples, 

referred to collectively as the Goths.  After the Visigoths destroyed Rome, they settled in 

southern Gaul and Hispania.   Here, they founded the Visigoth Kingdom.  They had a 

strong presence from the 5th to the 8th centuries AD.   Around 589, they converted from 

Arianism to Nicene Christianity.  They became part of the culture of the Hispano-Roman 

empire.   Collectively, they became known as Hispani.  Around 711, an invading force of 

Arabs and Berbers defeated them in the Battle of Guadalete. 
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 Saracen is the Medieval term used to refer to Muslims.   

 Humanist refers to people of the Late Medieval period who believed that 

classical Rome and Greece were the examples of creativity and intellect. 

Overview 

 Medieval Europe was suffering.  It was a time of turmoil.  European countries 

were invading and raiding each other.  The nobility was not taking care of its subjects.  

People were starving.  The Holy Roman Empire was corrupt. The only people who had 

access to a decent education were the clergy and nobility. Restricted, the clergy used 

resources that were Papal approved.  This eliminated the use of pagan works that were 

written by the Greeks.  As a result, even the educated ones had a limited education.  They 

could not help themselves nor their uneducated subjects.   The Greeks had volumes of 

beneficial medical, philosophical, and mathematical innovations that the Holy Roman 

Empire needed. (Lyons, 2010)    

The Holy Roman Empire decided to divide itself into two parts, the Western Holy 

Roman Empire and Byzantium.  Both Empires were Christian but the Eastern, 

Byzantium, part was more culturally complicated. (Lyons, 2010) Byzantium considered 

itself Roman, but the people spoke Greek. (Corning, 2015) As a result, they studied 

Greek writings. (Lyons, 2010) Their society was more stable than the West’s.  When the 

Holy Roman Empire collapsed, it was the Muslims and the Byzantines who governed 

Europe.  They brought with them the knowledge of the ancients, including the Greeks.  

 Before Islam, the Arabic language traces its lineage to the earliest existence of 

human speech.  It shares the same linguistic branch as Hebrew and Aramaic.  These 

Afro-Asiatic languages emerged from the cuneiform writings of the Mesopotamians. 
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They recorded their lives in clay using a wedge-shaped stylus to convey words and 

numbers.  Archeologists and linguists translated these texts to reveal a well-developed 

society.  In their writings, we find records of law, trade, math, science, medicine, and 

religion.  As the language evolved, the writing changed as well. 

The Arabs valued savvy, linguistic ability.  For centuries, ghazals and lyrical 

qasida, a type of epic poetry, showed the cleverness of men and women.  Poets used 

metaphors, sarcasm, symbolism, and rhyme to illustrate their verbal creations.  People 

settled disputes using the artistry of the tongue.  The appreciation for logic and 

philosophy in this society existed before the influence of classical Greek and Roman 

ideology.  In fact, the quest for knowledge and innovation led to the creation of the 

wheel, math, astronomy, agriculture, and cursive writing.  People in this region created 

some of the Wonders of the Ancient World, such as the Colossus of Rhodes, the Hanging 

Gardens of Babylon, and the ziggurats.   

When the Arabs, Muslims and Byzantines settled in Europe, they brought with 

them their knowledge and innovations, such as paper (van Liere, 2008), mathematics 

(algebra, geometry), pharmacology, optics, astronomy, and engineering. (Lyons, 2010) 

The Arabs prioritized education.  They engineered well developed and technologically 

advanced cities.  They allowed Christians and Jews to practice their faith.   Eventually, 

the Muslim Caliphates lost their influence.    
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CHAPTER 2: LITERATURE REVIEW 

Introduction 

 “… Others should not make the mistake of judging Islamic civilization by looking 

at its worst products, many of which are now rampant.  It is a great civilization that has 

made significant contributions to humanity, especially the west.” (Akyol, 2019, par. 23) 

Every day, the media discusses immigration.  Since Donald Trump was elected president 

of the United States in 2016, the coverage has mostly focused on the border between the 

United States and Mexico.  Thousands of people pass through Mexico fleeing their 

ancestral lands.   They risk their lives to enter the United States, seeking a more 

prosperous fate.  Their situation is dire.   Their homelands, ravaged by poverty and 

violence.  These refugees have been called barbarians.  The word barbarian has been 

used since antiquity to describe immigrants and migrants. (Bisaha, 2004) This is not the 

only time in history that wars and civil strife have created refugees.     

Holy Roman Empire 

 According to Caitlin Corning, the Holy Roman Empire controlled Europe and part 

of Turkey. Some thought that one governing entity could not manage the large empire.  

The Pope divided the Church into two parts: The Western Holy Roman Empire and 

Eastern Holy Roman Empire, known as Byzantium.  The Vikings, Magyars, and Arabs 

constantly invaded the West.  Due to territorial wars and invasions, Europe was unstable.  

People migrated to other lands seeking safety.  As a result, the Roman Empire in the west 

fell apart in 476 A.D.  Europe became a continent of refugees.  As Europe was falling 

apart, Asia and the eastern lands were coming together. (Corning, 2015) 
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In contrast to the west, Byzantium was efficiently managed.  Although its 

population was larger than the West, its economy was more stable.  As the Byzantines 

managed to survive, the prophet Muhammad was gaining influence in Saudi Arabia.  

Because Muhammad’s followers considered the Qu’ran more convincing than Jewish and 

Christian scriptures, Islam spread west of Mecca, into the lands bordering Byzantium. 

(Corning, 2015) The Qur’an and Islamic law governed these societies. (Kaviani, et al., 

2012) 

 

Figure 2.1. Map of Holy Roman Empire Before 476 A.D. (Anonymous, Punic wars, 

n.d.) 
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Figure 2.2.  Map of European Invaders from the North (Damen, 2016) 
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Figure 2.3. Map of East and West Holy Roman empires After 476 A.D. (Hernandez, 

2016) 

Houses of Wisdom 

Mohammad Eshkevari reported in “The Impact of Islam on European 

Civilization” how in its early years, Islam wanted followers who were thinkers. Because 

of this, Islamic society valued knowledge.  Prophet Muhammad believed that people 

should study and learn about the world and how it operates. (Eshkevari, 2014) As a 

result, a movement began to study the intellectual writings of the ancients, pre-Islam.  

The article, “The Significance of the Bayt Al-Hikma (House of Wisdom) in Early 

Abbasid Caliphate”, explains the importance of the Translation Movement.   To do this, 

there was a colossal undertaking to translate an immense body of literature from 

languages, cultures, and heritages, into Arabic. Translation centers began to appear.  
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They were known as buyut al hikma, Houses of Wisdom. Islam expected its followers to 

seek knowledge at any cost.  Islam encouraged reflection and spirituality.  As a result, 

Islam created a society that was sophisticated and advanced for the time period.  The 

Umayyad and Abbasid caliphates were two Muslim dynasties that fostered academic and 

scholarly endeavors. Their sponsorship launched the Islamic Golden Age. (Kaviani, et al., 

2012) 

These academic centers were in Baghdad.  They preserved works that antiquity 

forgot. (Eshkevari, 2014) The Abbasid caliphate permitted translators to travel to Iran, 

India, and Constantinople to find rare and priceless books.  In addition to translating these 

works into Arabic, scholars also revised them, sometimes translating them into one of the 

other languages that people spoke at that time: Hebrew, Syriac, Persian, Indian, Latin, 

and Greek.  There were people from all religions and languages who contributed to this 

process.  These works included collections of medicine and philosophy. The Arabs were 

able to innovate and make new creations from the knowledge they had gained from their 

efforts.  We owe our knowledge of the Greek classics to the scholars who worked for the 

Abbasid Caliphate.  The Umayyad and Abbasid caliphates brought the knowledge from 

the Houses of Wisdom to Europe when they gained control of the Iberian Peninsula and 

North Africa, Al-Andalus. (Kaviani, et al., 2012) 

Humanism 

For humanists, the success of the Islamic Golden Age was a time of “darkness”.  

From the 5th century A.D. until the 15th century A.D., there was a supposed “darkness” 

that fell upon Europe.  Petrarch, Italian scholar and priest, was a humanist who 

popularized this idea.  A humanist was someone who advocated the study of classical 
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Italian and Greek antiquity.  They categorized historical periods into “Classical or 

Ancient, Medieval, and Modern.” (Nelson, 193) Although Petrarch studied ancient Greek 

philosophy with modern Greeks, he despised them. (Ashraf, 2016) He is the first person 

credited with using the terms darkness and Dark Ages.  According to Janet Nelson, “In 

his imagination, the Middle Ages began when the barbarians destroyed the Roman 

Empire c. 400, and the succeeding centuries of darkness would last until western 

Europeans recovered the civilization of ancient Rome.” (Nelson, 193) He explicitly 

described the post-Roman centuries as dark compared to the light of classical antiquity.   

At this time, the Byzantine Empire was prominent, and the Umayyad and Abbasid 

Caliphates governed Europe. 

Councils 

 Byzantium fell to the Ottomans in 1453.  The aftermath of this led to refugees.  

The Greek Byzantines found themselves refugees without a home.  Some of them went 

west.  The problem was, their western “brothers in Christ” were still suspicious of them.  

Byzantium was an intermediary between the Muslim east and the Western Holy Roman 

Empire.  Forced from their homes, the guardians of Christendom, now had to negotiate 

acceptance for themselves. (Bisaha, 2004) 

 Negotiations were difficult.  The West never fully accepted the Byzantines.  They 

were culturally different.  They dressed differently.  They spoke Greek.  Most 

importantly, they did not fully embrace the West’s version of Christianity.  At the 

Council of Florence in 1438-39, the Byzantines attended because they needed aid to fight 

against the Turks.  The West wanted to unify the church.  When both sides came 

together, the West and the East tried to settle their differences. (Bisaha, 2004) 
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 There were problems from the beginning.  Both sides argued and debated for 

months over the filioque.  In the Latin mass, the filioque, states that the Holy Spirit 

proceeds from the Father and from the Son.  The Greeks did not agree with this 

description of the Trinity.  They had difficulty accepting the Nicene Creed in this format.  

To them, the First Council of Constantinople created the true Nicene Creed.  Roman 

Emperor Theodosius I summoned the First Council of Constantinople (2nd ecumenical) 

to unify church doctrine.  It was a council of Christian bishops from the East. They met in 

381 A.D. because the Council of Nicaea (1st ecumenical) did not clarify the third person 

of the Trinity as the Holy Spirit.  The Byzantines followed the Nicene Creed from the 

First Council of Constantinople.  It said, the Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father.  

Because the Byzantines could study philosophy and other scholarly subjects under the 

Muslims and later, the Ottomans, they were able to defend their theological beliefs.  They 

refused to change their position. (Geanakoplos, 1955) 

 The debate continued at the Council of Florence.  Even though the Creed was an 

issue for the Greeks, they had other concerns.  In addition to needing help to fight against 

the Turks, they felt that agreeing to unify the church would mean that they would become 

Latinized.  They feared losing their Greek identity.  In some ways, they preferred to be 

under the Ottoman rule and keep their religion and culture than to become Latin.  On July 

6, 1439, they reached an agreement.  Although the Greeks had not fully embraced the 

union, they hoped they could receive the aid they needed.  The schism closed, 

temporarily.  Regrettably, the aid did not come in time.  Constantinople fell in 1453.  

Unfortunately, some of the West felt as if the East got what it deserved. (Geanakoplos, 

1955) 
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Despite the mistrust, the West regarded the East as a resource for scholarly 

endeavors: philosophy, astronomy, medicine, theology, and mathematics.  Under Turkish 

rule beginning in the 11th century, the Greeks, Armenians, and Turks coexisted.  The 

Turks intermarried and converted to Christianity.  This friendliness allowed the Turks 

easy access to the West.  The Byzantines no longer protected the West from eastern 

invasions.  The West could not forgive them. (Geanakoplos, 1955) 

The Latins underestimated the extent of how these “arts” developed reason and 

thought.  The Greeks developed the ability to debate how a few words affected the 

meaning of a fundamental belief in Christianity.  Byzantium’s, with all its knowledge and 

culture, fate changed.  Europe reduced the society that was its protector to begging for aid 

in its time of trouble.  They were the ones who helped to develop Europe’s scholars by 

educating them using the knowledge from buyut al-hikma. (Bisaha, 2004) 
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CHAPTER 3: METHODOLOGY 

Participants  

There will not be a possibility of harm to participants in this thesis because people 

will not be observed.  Therefore, no problems with confidentiality are foreseen.  The 

possibilities of problems of deception will not be a problem.  The Institutional Review 

Board IRB category is (Exempt) because this proposal does not involve subjects.  

Instruments 

There were no types of instruments used for this study.    

Materials 

The materials used to collect data were articles, books, and maps.   

Research Design 

For the qualitative study, the thesis is: How Arabic Scholarship and Its 

Contribution to European Reasoning and Intellect After the Decline of the Roman and 

Byzantine Empires (the Dark Ages) was Valuable but Forgotten Over Time.  This 

proposition suggests a relationship between at least four variables: Arabic Scholarship, 

Dark Ages, humanism, and religion.  More specifically, the dependent variable in this 

study is European thought and intellect.  The independent variable is the Arabic 

scholarship. 

Anticipated threats to this proposal were: instrumentation, history, and location.  

An interview and questionnaire are two types of instrumentation that would have been 

valuable to this thesis.  The inability of not being able to interview experts in this 

historical field might have eliminated the contribution of valuable knowledge to this body 

of research.  Furthermore, not having access to archeological locations and historical 
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records present a similar concern.  The researcher checked the credibility of resources by 

selecting historically valid information.  Second, the researcher chose information from 

unbiased authorities.  Third, the researcher gathered resources from various print and 

media forms that confirm findings.  The outcomes in this thesis were based on data that 

comes from unbiased resources using the methods described above. 

The researcher collected data using the following methods: reflexive journals, 

analysis of documents and materials, classical ethnography, grounded theory, and coding.  

Relationships between the independent and dependent variables were determined by 

grounded theory, qualitative review of statistics, coding, and phenomenology.  The 

researcher used discrepant cases and outliers as alternative views for opposing arguments 

and discussions.  The researcher used outcomes to bring awareness to how societies 

develop national identity. 

Procedure 

Researcher collected data over a period of 8-10 weeks.  The researcher used the 

computer to research the library’s archives to access articles.  The researcher also 

purchased or rented books from the library.  The researcher recorded information from 

these materials on index cards.  The researcher sorted the notecards into categories.  This 

method allows for the storage and retrieval of information without amassing an 

overwhelming amount of paper.  

Analysis 

Data analysis used various articles and books to evaluate facts on validity.  The 

researcher minimized bias by reviewing primary resource to confirm materials from 

diverse sources and historical periods. 
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CHAPTER 4: RESULTS 

Introduction 

 Historians consider the Medieval period a dark time in history.  Wars and 

invasions devastated Europe’s economic and political landscape.  Its citizens found 

refuge in religion.  They lost curiosity in the world.  As they turned from their pagan 

practices, they gave the Church absolute authority over their lives.  The Church supplied 

all the answers to life’s questions.  The clergy abused this power.  Education was one 

area of abuse.  For those outside of the Church’s administration, acquiring an education 

was sinful.  The Church reserved education for the clergy and nobility.  These abuses 

overwhelmed Europe.  Eventually, the Holy Roman Empire divided its territories.   

 As the Holy Roman Empire in the West declined, the Holy Roman Empire in the 

East continued to develop.  Byzantine citizens were a diverse group of people.  Greeks, 

Arabs, and Jews contributed to society.  Because of Muslim influence, citizens prioritized 

education.  For at least a thousand years, Muslims collected and recorded knowledge 

from across the East and West.  This resulted in a sophisticated civilization.  As Muslims 

gained territories in Europe, they brought these innovations with them.  Arabic 

scholarship impressed Europe. 

 Some Europeans resented the influence of Islamic erudition.  They devised a 

campaign to erase Islamic authority across the Holy Roman Empire.  Political and 

religious figures of the day called knowledge from the Saracens magic.  Humanism under 

Petrarch played a role in undermining Arabic scholarship.  The Pope propagandized 

Arabic stereotypes to engage soldiers in a religious war with the Arabs and their Christian 
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brethren in the East.  In their minds, darkness dominated Europe.  Humanism, religion, 

war, and culture contributed to forgetting Arabic scholarship over time. 

What components brought about and contributed to the Dark Ages?  

 Definition. Since its first use, the term, "Dark Ages", has been difficult to define.  

American Cyclopedia, 1883, states,  

The Dark Ages is a term applied in its widest sense to that period of intellectual 

depression in the history of Europe from the establishment of the barbarian 

supremacy in the fifth century to the revival of learning about the beginning of the 

fifteenth, thus nearly corresponding in extent with the Middle Ages. (Mommsen, 

226)  

In 1904, William Patonker wrote,  

 The Dark Ages and the Middle Ages … used to be the same; two names for the 

same period.  But they have come to be distinguished, and the Dark Ages are now 

no more than the first part of the Middle Age, while the term Medieval is often 

restricted to the later centuries, about 1100-1500. (Mommsen, 226)  

In another attempt to clarify the term, The Americana Encyclopedia published in 1909, 

says, “Dark Ages is defined as a period supposed to extend from the Fall of the Roman 

Empire, 475 AD., to the revival of literature on the discovery of the Pandects at Amalfi in 

1137." (Mommsen, 226) Riddled with complications, this period in history is difficult to 

define in simple terms.  

 Christians. The Dark Ages was a time in history when people struggled with 

faith and reason. (Lyons, 2010) For centuries, humans have tried to explain natural 

phenomena through moral tales and fables.  People did not have the expert knowledge or 
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literacy to convey complex, mysterious things and nature.  With the spread of 

Christianity, some thought that curiosity was a ‘soul-damning disease.’ (Lyons, 45) In the 

fifth century, St. Augustine of Hippo popularized this interpretation of Christianity. 

(Lyons, 2010) He espoused, "Men proceed to investigate the phenomena of nature--the 

part of nature not beyond us--though the knowledge is of no value to them: for they wish 

to know simply for the sake of knowing." (Lyons, 45) St. Augustine, a pagan convert to 

Christianity, believed that it freed, the once pagan, Europeans from their transgressions.  

He used scripture from Galatians 4:9-10 to illustrate his point,  

 Now that you have come to know God, why do you turn back again to the weak 

and miserable elemental principles, to which you desire to be in bondage all over 

again?  You observe days, months, seasons, and years. (Lyons, 45)  

Christians considered  God as the most important part of life.  There was no reason for 

learning how things worked or for knowing science.  Europeans did not trust non-

religious learning.  They saw Arab knowledge as magic.  Society viewed scholars, who 

were able to read Arabic texts, as mages.  "Earthly existence was but a shadow of Christ's 

eternal kingdom, and any attempt to delve into mysteries of existence could only lead to 

error and sin." (Lyons, 45) 

  Religious authority in Europe did not encourage curiosity.  During the Middle 

Ages, technology and urbanization decreased in the Holy Empire West.  The education of 

the masses was not important.  However, learning and education continued for the clergy 

and nobility.  The church needed literate and educated leaders.  They wanted creative 

thinkers and text transcribers.  Church officials received a limited education for two 

reasons: lack of the ability to read religious Greek texts; and, scribes wrote texts on 
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expensive vellum.  The lack of educational resources made education an expensive 

commodity, like precious spices and silks. (Corning, 2015) 

Charlemagne (768-814). Charlemagne was the son of Pepin the Short.  Pepin 

was the first of the Carolingian kings to govern the Franks.  He donated lands to the 

Pope.  This action created the institution of Papal states.  Upon his death, Charlemagne 

became co-ruler of the Franks with his brother, Carloman.  Although he was known as a 

ruthless military opponent, Carloman was deeply religious.  He decided to leave his 

position and become a priest.  Charlemagne became sole ruler of the Franks. (Corning, 

2015) 

As the king of the Franks, Charlemagne wielded power that extended beyond his 

realm.  He defeated the Lombards.  Conquered northern Spain.  Gained control of 

Germanic territories.  He usurped the Byzantines’ role as pope protector.  As a reward, 

Pope Leo III made him emperor.  This drew criticism from Byzantium.  The Byzantines 

felt that this took power from the people.  This abuse of power by the Pope was 

inexcusable. (Corning, 2015) Charlemagne was titled: Holy Roman Emperor, Father of 

Europe, King of the Franks, and King of the Lombards. (Lyons, 2010) 

The Father of Europe needed educated employees.  He created institutions to 

educate them.  The Carolingian Empire amalgamated intellectual study to the region of 

Lotharingia.  Its repositories held Arabic texts of science and technology.  Charlemagne 

appointed Alcuin of York to lead the school in Tours. (Lyons, 2010) Alcuin handled 

writing and preserving textbooks.  He was also in charge of preserving and reviving 

ancient documents. (Corning, 2015) "From the schools and monasteries of Lotharingia, 

Arabic learning began to spread gradually into Germany, France, and England." (Lyons, 
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40) British monarchy relied on Lotharingia to educate its officials.  Charlemagne's 

relationship with Arab caliphs furnished his educational institutions with knowledge.  

“Charlemagne was in diplomatic relations with the caliph of Baghdad, Harun Ar-Rashidi, 

as well as with the latter's enemy, the Umayyad Emir of Spain; and by this channel, some 

knowledge of the vastness and power of the Islamic world might have reached Europe.” 

(Eshkevari, 5)  

Charlemagne was aware of Islamic culture and civilization.  His father, Pepin, 

liberated Narbonne, France, from 40 years of Umayyad control in 759. (Eshkevari, 2014) 

The promotion of education under his rule is known as ‘The Carolingian Renaissance.’  

When the Father of Europe died, his grandsons divided the kingdom. (Corning, 2015)  

Crusades. Pope Urban II calls for Charlemagne's descendants to end their thirty-

year fight among themselves. (see appendix A) They needed to fight for something more 

important than their inheritance.  Europe needed to come together.  Their new mission 

was to unify the East and West by fighting against the Arabs. (Lyons, 2010)  

Byzantine Emperor Alexios Komnenos summoned the Pope’s aid to fight the 

approaching Turks.  The Pope sent his crusaders. (Corning, 2015) First, he had to give 

them inspiration. (Lyons, 2010)  To do this, Pope Urban II unleashed propaganda against 

the Muslims, centered around four themes:  

• Islam distorts God's word; 

• Islam spreads violence; 

• Islam perverts sexuality by practicing polygamy and harems; and, 

• Muhammad was the antichrist or the tool of the devil. (Lyons, 5)  
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Europe’s poor and illiterate joined Pope Urban II’s call to arms.  Muslims were aware of 

this.  To them, the Franks were ignorant and without philosophical inquiry.  Their lack of 

technology, science, mathematics, and most importantly, medicine contributed to the 

avoidable deaths of their own troops. (Lyons, 2010) On November 27, 1095, Pope Urban 

II begins the crusades.  

 On the surface, the Crusaders’ mission was to merge the Holy Roman Empires. 

(Bisaha, 2004) The Eastern and Western Empires separated in 1054 because of doctrinal 

differences.  Instead of reclaiming the Holy Land, the crusaders left a path of destruction 

and death.  On their trek to the East, the crusaders murdered scores of European Jews and 

Muslims. (see Appendix B) Once in the Holy Land, the crusaders’ bloodlust continued.  

Their reputation for cruelty had preceded them.  The Siege of Mara, Syria, 1098 AD., 

was gruesome.  After massacring the population and drained of their resources, the 

crusaders found themselves in dire straits.  They ran out of supplies and food.  The 

Franks’ lack of warfare experience and planning led to cannibalism. (see Appendix F) A 

year later in The Siege of Jerusalem, blood flowed knee-deep in the Al-Aqsa Mosque. 

(see Appendix C) These actions caused the East and the Byzantines to distrust the West 

and the Holy Roman empire. (Lyons, 2010) 
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           Figure 4.1. Massacres of the Jews (Anonymous, School of divinity aspects 
of the high middle ages, n.d.) 

In addition to Jews and Muslims, Eastern Christians, also, came to their deaths.  Jonathan 

Lyons writes,  

The crusaders’, abandoning Christ’s theology of love for the Pope’s theology of 

war, slaughtered the local urban populations, mostly Muslims and Jews, in their 

“zeal” to reclaim Jerusalem for the one true faith.  Eastern Christians with their 

unfamiliar dress, language, and customs, often fared little better. (Lyons, 22)  

The mission evolved into a series of wars to reclaim the Holy Land from the Jews, 

Muslims, and Byzantines.  Efforts to reunite the Holy Roman Empire were a failure. 

(Lyons, 2010) 

 Petrarch. Francesco Petrarca was an Italian poet, priest, and scholar.  On April 8, 

1341, Padua crowned him poet laureate.  Because he was Christian, some believed this 

award changed his sentiment about classical Rome and Greece, which were pagan 
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societies.  It was around this time that he began criticizing modern Romans.  He opined: 

they forgot their history when Rome was great; and, Rome could be great once more if it 

returned to “classical” culture. His writings reflected how deeply troubled he was about 

the status of Europe. (Mommsen, 1942) 

 Petrarch’s literary works lamented the influence that Muslims had on European 

society.  Because of Muslim governance, the history of his time was not important.  In his 

epic poem, Africa, he recounts the events of the Punic Wars that Europeans fought 

against Hannibal.  The character, Scipio, says,  

 Strangers of African and Spanish extraction will steal the glory of the empire 

founded with great effort. Who can endure the thought of the seizure of supreme 

control by these dregs of the people, these contemptible remnants, passed over by 

our sword?  (Mommsen, 235)  

Scipio speaks what Petrarch feels.  Petrarch’s interest was in preserving history, but, only 

classical Roman history.  The glory of the Roman empire was its secular history from 

Romulus to Titus. He did not include histories of lands and peoples outside of Rome.  

These areas were barbaric.  In his personal correspondence, Petrarch wrote, “The Roman 

Empire had been impaired, debilitated, and almost consumed at the hand of the 

barbarians.” (Mommsen, 236)  
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Figure 4.2.  Punic Wars (Anonymous, Punic wars, n.d.) 

 Dark Ages. Before Petrarch, classical Roman and Greek history were the 

Dark Age.  Now, classical Roman and Greek history became the light.  Darkness covered 

the period that came after antiquity.  The intellect and scholarship that came from the 

Houses of Wisdom, the Byzantines, and Al-Andalus did not have value or worth because 

it did not originate from the Holy Roman Empire of Europe. (Mommsen, 1942) Petrarch 

postulated, “I shall scarcely be persuaded that anything good can come from Arabia.” 

(Lyons, 5) 

 

  Humanism. Historians speculate that Petrarch is the first person to use the 

term Dark Ages.  To him, classical Rome and Greece were the apices of creativity and 

intellect. This earned him the title, Father of Humanism.  He started the tradition of 

dividing modern history into periods.  Originally, there were two: Christianity of the 
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Holy Roman Empire and the decline of the Roman Empire under “barbarian” rule or non-

Roman emperors.  When Rome fell, Europe went into a period of barbaric darkness. 

(Mommsen, 1942) Eventually, humanists went on to create three historical periods: 

Ancient, Medieval, and Modern.  Humanism looked forward to when classical Rome 

emerged from the ashes.  The father of humanism desired, “This sleep of forgetfulness 

will not last forever.  When the darkness has been dispersed, our descendants can come 

again in the former pure radiance.” (Mommsen, 240) 

What elements forced the Roman Empire to decline? 

 Invasions. Invasions from the north into Europe lasted for six hundred years.  

Germanic tribes came during the fourth and fifth centuries.  Arabs, seventh and eighth 

centuries.  Viking, Magyar, and more Arabs came in the ninth and tenth centuries.  

Europe absorbed these trespassers into society through marriage and religious 

conversion.  Europe became a culturally and ethnically heterogeneous state. (Corning, 

2015) From 395 AD. to 476 AD., Western rulers were ineffective.  The invasions from 

the north left European society in a weakened state.  Its cities destroyed.  The economic 

system was unstable because of these breaches.  Overwhelmed, Roman Emperor 

Romulus Augustus lost power in 476 AD.  The Holy Roman Empire fractured its western 

provinces. 

 The Church. Politics in the Holy Roman Empire made some Christians want a 

change.  The bishop of Rome was a monarch who ruled the secular and sacred lives of 

the people.  According to William Manchester, “The church was the wealthy landowner 

of Europe.  People’s lives were under its control from birth to death.” (van Liere, 31) 

Corruption caused the church to stray from the New Testament description.  Engaged 
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with threats from Ottoman Suleiman and military conflict, Holy Roman Emperor Charles 

V did not notice the protestant dissidence.  Erasmus, a humanist and former priest, 

criticized the church for engaging in nepotism, hiring of relatives; simony, selling church 

offices; and absenteeism. He and Martin Luther helped to shape the Protestant 

Reformation.  The Protestant Reformation changed the church’s power structure. The 

church became untrustworthy. (van Liere, 2008) 

 Pope Clement VI’s cardinals operated under a large bureaucracy.  To him, 

nepotism was a way to prevent infighting among French and Italian bishops and 

cardinals.  Previous popes, Clement V, Benedict XI, and John XXII fought for church 

reform by instituting restrictions on nepotism and other abuses.  Pope Clement VI 

reversed their policies.  In Avignon, France, from 1305-78 AD., popes were associated 

with corruption.  Petrarch called Avignon the ‘Babylon of the West’.  Martin Luther 

agreed. (van Liere, 35) 

 The papacy in Avignon suffered from internal strife.  To ease financial problems, 

Avignon increased its parishioners’ taxes and sold indulgences.  Selling indulgences 

started during the first crusades.  It evolved into a legitimate profession into the Middle 

Ages.  Pope John XXII decided that priests did not need to live in absolute poverty 

because Christ owned materials that were necessary to live.  This upset the Franciscan 

Order of priests.  The policy was against their principles.  They believed that the poverty 

of Christ was a model for the life of a priest. (van Liere, 2008) 

 The inquisition was another abuse sanctioned by the church.  It was not an 

organization.  The church selected priests charged with collecting information.  Pope 

Innocent III wanted to prosecute heretics.  The Church ordered bishops to investigate by 
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having inquests to gather and collect information against those who were not practicing 

Christian beliefs.  Bishops did not give accused persons reasons for questioning.  This 

was a deliberate attempt to prevent the accused from preparing a defense.  Torture was an 

acceptable way to gather information by the church and the secular judicial system.  Pope 

Innocent’s Medieval inquisitions were separate from the Spanish crown’s inquisition of 

1480. (van Liere, 2008) 

 Muslims. European citizens needed stability.  As knowledge about Islamic 

society spread, Europeans wanted to know more about it.  Because of Islam, Arab 

communities changed from being nomads and settled into urbanized cities.  These cities 

were technologically advanced.  Muslims established trade networks.  Territories had an 

Arabic speaking Muslim elite.  Jews and Christians could practice their faiths without 

persecution.  Muslims accepted Christians and Jews as “people of the book.”  In areas of 

Muslim rule, like Al-Andalus, Europeans enjoyed a better life. (Corning, 2015) 

 Muhammad (571-632). Arab society was polytheistic and pagan.  

According to Muhammad, the angel Gabriel gave him messages to have people repent. 

(Corning, 2015) Mirza Ashraf states,  

Divine injunctions guided the Prophet to reform and civilize the uncultured and 

illiterate Arabs wandering in the desert. An Islamic Civilization developed by the 

cultural power of new teaching, which in few decades spread from Morocco in the 

north-west of Africa to Indonesia in the far-east, and from central Asia to central 

Africa.  Allah is the God of Abraham, the same Abraham who is considered the 

father of Jews and Christians. (Ashraf, 2)  
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The Qur’an is a compilation of these messages.  Arab society gave up paganism and 

follow one God, Allah.  Officials rebuked Muhammad’s message. (Corning, 2015) 

 The officials of Mecca saw Muhammad as a threat.  Paganism was lucrative for 

Mecca. The city was a pilgrimage site that depended on travelers who worshiped pagan 

gods.  Bureaucrats forced Muhammad to leave Mecca for the city of Medina in 622 AD.  

Eight years later, he returned to capture Mecca.  By 632 AD., his death, most Arabic 

tribes in the Arabian peninsula allied with Muhammad. (Corning, 2015) Islam was on the 

rise. (see figure 4.3) 

 The Qur’an wanted followers to meditate on heaven and Earth; to know the glory 

and majesty of the Creator; to think and reflect; and to seek knowledge at any cost.  

Greek ideology appealed to Islamic society because it deepened their knowledge of the 

world and their ability to apply the tenets of Islam to their lives. This led Muslims to 

develop astronomy for religious purposes.  They needed to know times of sunrise and 

sunset for prayer.  The cycles of the new moon determined the seasons for fasting and 

Hajj. Muslims created their own religious doctrine by incorporating Greek philosophy. 

(Eshkevari, 2014)  

   Umayyad. The Umayyad Dynasty began in 661 AD.  It controlled 

North Africa.  By 711, the dynasty crossed into the Iberian Peninsula, the Umayyad 

Conquest of Hispania. Cordoba was its headquarters.  With success in Spain, the 

Umayyads headed to France.  In 732, The Franks stopped them at the Battle of Tours in 

Poitiers, France.  By 750, the Umayyad Dynastic territories included India through the 

Middle East, North Africa to the Iberian Peninsula. (Corning, 2015) 
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   Abbasid. The Abbasids Dynasty overthrew the Umayyads in 750. 

Abd Al-Rahman set up a separate caliphate in the Iberian Peninsula.  He divided the Arab 

Empire and established Baghdad as the Abbasid capital.  In the tradition of Islam, he set 

out to understand the wonders of this world.  The Abbasid society made the transition 

from using parchment to paper.  People began utilizing Arabic numbers, which was the 

incorporation of using zero. (Corning, 2015) People of the Abbasid Dynasty were better 

educated than their European counterparts. (Lyons, 2010)  

 House of Wisdom. To make knowledge accessible to the masses, the 

Abbasids created the Houses of Wisdom. These institutions of academia preserved and 

translated ancient Greek texts, such as the works of Aristotle, into Syriac and Arabic. 

Baghdad’s inhabitants reflected the religious and ethnic diversity of the East. (Lyons, 

2010) Jewish merchants worked for the Abbasids as interpreters because they knew 

European, Arabic, and Hebrew languages.  They translated Greek philosophical and 

scientific works into Arabic.  Historians estimate that scholars translated thousands of 

scientific texts.  From Greek texts, buyut al hikma developed independent Muslim works 

in mathematics, science, and medicine. (Eshkevari, 2014) Algebra, geometry, optics, 

pharmacology, anatomy, astronomy, and engineering made Abbasid territories more 

technologically advanced than cities in the West.  This time in history is known as the 

Islamic Golden Age. (Lyons, 2010) “Muslims, Christians, and Jews lived peacefully and 

exchanged their knowledge and experiences…” (Eshkevari, 5) 

Houses of Wisdom spread throughout the East and Byzantium.  For this reason, 

Europe sent scholars and clergy to the East to acquire an education.  Eastern academics 

taught Islamic sciences to European pupils.  Scholars, such as Adelard, Alcuin, and 
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Barlaam, came to places like Antioch to learn the lost secrets of the ages in the West due 

to Christendom chaos.  They called their studies studia arabum. (Lyons, 2010)  

Higher learning institutions throughout the West used textbooks written by the 

House of Wisdom’s scholars.  The Arab’s medical treatises helped European doctors to 

prepare for their professions by setting standards for surgery, pharmacology, 

epidemiology, hygiene, and sanitation.  Past European medical practices consisted of 

superstitious beliefs and performing exorcisms.  Arabic medical texts remained in 

unedited usage throughout the Renaissance.  The same is true for mathematics and other 

scientific terms.  Scientists of today use Arabic terms, like algebra, algorithm, zenith, and 

alcohol. (Lyons, 2010) 

Andalusia. Cordoba was a link to Muslim East and Christian West. 

(Lyons, 2010) Muslims of Greek heritage brought Islamic culture to Europe.  They 

settled in Andalusia.  Being part of the Abbasid Caliphate, the Greeks were welcome in 

this region. Catalonia in northern Spain traded with the caliphate in Cordoba. They traded 

texts from Byzantium.  Catalonian monasteries held collections of these texts and their 

translations.  Clergy from the Holy Roman Empire went to Catalonia to study this 

material.  One of them was Pope Sylvester II, Gerbert D’Aurillac, of France.  He valued 

the knowledge that came from the East.  Seeking advanced instruction, Pope Sylvester II 

travelled to Vich monastery.  Pope Sylvester II became fascinated with the astrolabe. 

(Lyons, 2010) This was an astronomical instrument that came to Europe through Spain 

from the crusades. (Eshkevari, 2014) Its use and design were perfected in Andalusia.  The 

Arabs credited the Greek scientist, Ptolemy with its design.  It was a device that had 

multiple uses.  As a result of this device, timekeeping, astronomy, astrology, and 
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cartography evolved into efficient sciences that corrected the liturgical calendar.  The 

Pope recognized its potential.  He called it a gift from God.  It was significant to the Age 

of Discovery. (Lyons, 2010) 

 People criticized the pope for his studies.  They accused him of witchcraft.  His 

knowledge of Arabic text was exotic to them.  They wondered: How could he understand 

the writing with its funny looking letters; His knowledge must have come from the devil; 

and They declared it sorcery.  Nonetheless, Pope Sylvester II continued to teach those 

who sought him out. He had an extensive career as a teacher, and his students continued 

to influence academia after his tutelage. (Lyons, 2010) 

  

 

Why was the Church an agent in the Fall of the Byzantine Empire?  

 Constantinople. Constantinople was the eastern part of the Holy Roman Empire 

that existed after the fall of the West in 476 AD.  Considering himself Roman, Emperor 

Justinian I (527-565 AD) fought to recapture territories in North Africa and Spain that the 

Figure 4.3 Medieval Islamic Territories (Tucker, 2009) 
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Persian Sassanids captured.  These wars devastated the Byzantines and the Italian 

Peninsula.  The citizens suffered from high taxes and economic troubles.  The Holy 

Roman Empire eventually lost Italy to the Lombards.  Slavs, Bulgars, and Avars took the 

Balkans.  Political conflicts continued for Constantinople. The Persians strongly desired 

Constantinople.  Emperor Heraclius (610-41) continued fighting against the Persians for 

Rome’s sake.  The Latins lost Syria, Palestine, Egypt, and Anatolia.  Heraclius seized 

Ctesiphon, the Sassanid capital, in a six-year battle from 622-628.  During his reign, he 

returned lost territories back to Byzantium. Arabs moved into Byzantium after 632 AD. 

Heraclius’ success against the Persians ended an on-and-off again war of 400 years. 

(Corning, 2015) 

 Council of Florence. With the Great Schism of 1054 AD., the Holy Roman 

Empire was divided into two churches: The Eastern Orthodox Church and the Western 

Catholic Church.  Doctrinal and cultural differences caused the separation.  For centuries, 

Byzantium functioned as the protector of Christian Europe, securing its borders against 

military threats from the east.  However, they did not feel valued.  The West did not fully 

accept the East because they were culturally different.  People of Byzantium were a 

conglomerate of Greeks, Armenians, and Turks.  These close relationships encouraged 

Turks to convert to Christianity.  Christian Greeks were amenable to Turkish rule and 

culture.  To the West, Byzantium could not practice Christianity completely if it 

associated with a pagan culture.  Rome wanted to put an end to this and unify the culture 

of the Christian church. (Bisaha, 2004) 

 The Council of Florence was the last chance to unite the Holy Roman Empire 

East and West.  The popes of Rome and Emperors of Byzantium had tried to unite on 
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thirty earlier occasions.  The dilemma was that Rome wanted to dictate how to practice 

Christianity, but Byzantium needed aid and protection from Latin crusades and Turkish 

invasions.  The empire united three times.  Each attempt was brief.  In 1204, at the 

culmination of the fourth crusade, Latin Christians destroyed Constantinople.  The Siege 

of Constantinople was an unforgiveable action in the eyes of the Byzantines.  The Latins 

abused their trust.  To the East, the West was not sincere in their unification efforts.  They 

were intruders in Greek lands. (Geanakoplos, 1955) “From 1204-1261 Constantinople 

was governed by Latin rulers and Roman Catholic bishops.” (Bisaha, 96) Barlaam, the 

Italian scholar and clergyman, commented, “… The emperor alone, who, without trying 

to gain the support of his people, sought only by force to realize the union.” 

(Geanakoplos, 327) As a result of the 4th crusade, the Byzantine empire was divided into 

smaller kingdoms. (Corning, 2015) 

 The trauma caused from the crusades made arranging the Council of Florence 

tedious.  It took seven years for both sides to agree on the terms for meeting.  The Greek 

bishops wanted to be seen as equals. (Geanakoplos, 1955) Latins saw the Byzantines as 

“schismatics and heretics because the Byzantines followed doctrinal errors, resisted papal 

jurisdiction, and formed alliances with eastern neighbors.” (Bisaha, 95-96) When Rome 

agreed to pay for the defense of Constantinople and travel expenses for the Greek 

delegation, Byzantium accepted the invitation to attend the Council. (Geanakoplos, 1955)  

 For the Greeks, the journey from Constantinople to Venice was long and difficult.  

On November 24, 1437, the Byzantine delegation of 700 ecclesiastics and laymen 

reached Venice after a three-month voyage.  Emperor John Palaeologos VIII, Patriarch 

Joseph of Constantinople, and three other patriarchs led the representatives.  The drama 
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began when the delegation arrived at the Council.  The Greeks refused to kiss the Pope’s 

foot.  This was a customary greeting.  According to Syropoulos, the debate came close to 

fist fights.  This was also true for the Council of Basil, predecessor to the Council of 

Florence.  Aeneas Silvius remarked, “You would have found the drunkards of a tavern 

better behaved.” (Geanakoplos, 328) Status was important, too.  The Greek emperor and 

the Pope disagreed over seating arrangements in the Cathedral of Ferrara. (Geanakoplos, 

1955) The convocation was proving to be just as difficult as the journey.  

 Filioque. One concern on the agenda was the filioque.  The filioque is the 

nature of Christ, recited in the Nicene Creed.  For the Greeks, the Council of Chalcedon 

decided this issue in 451 AD.  The decision was that the “Holy Spirit proceeds from the 

Father.”  The Latins decided without input from the Eastern church that “the Holy Spirit 

proceeded from the Father and the Son.”  The Greeks insisted that this change meant that 

there are two Holy Spirits.  The Latins thought the Greek view was heresy.  The Greeks 

could not accept the Latin view for two reasons: they made the decision in the absence of 

a council; and, they feared losing their Greek identity.  The argument lasted for eight 

months.  Greeks did not want a repetition of 1204 AD.  After the sack of Constantinople 

in 1204, Europeans forced the Byzantines to conform to the Latin faith for 57 years, 

which included their version of the filioque and unleavened bread.  The Greeks wanted 

the Latins to hear their concerns.  This was not a cozy relationship. (Geanakoplos, 1955) 

 Pope. The Latins believed that the Pope could approve rituals and 

doctrine.  For the Greeks, church doctrine and traditions were set in place by the 1st 

seven Ecumenical Councils.  The Greeks were expecting a council before the schism of 

1054 but did not get one.  The Ecumenical Councils did not give the Pope authority to 
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arbitrarily instate rituals and doctrine.  Therefore, the Byzantines reasoned that they were 

not obligated to kiss the Pope’s foot.  Patriarch Joseph opined, 

Whence has the Pope this right? Which synod gave it to him?  Show me from 

what source he derives this privilege and where is it written?  The Pope claims 

that he is successor of St. Peter, but if he is the successor of Peter, then we too are 

the successors of the rest of the apostles.  Did they kiss the foot of St. Peter? … 

(Geanakoplos, 329) 

The Latin Bishops replied, “It is an ancient custom for all to kiss the Pope’s foot--

Bishops, kings, and even the Emperor of the Germans and the Cardinals who are holy 

and superior to the Emperor.” (Geanakoplos, 329) 

Patriarch Joseph responded, “This is an innovation and I will not follow it… If the Pope 

wants a brotherly embrace… I will be happy to embrace him, but if he refuses, I will 

abandon everything and return to Constantinople. (Geanakoplos, 329) 

For Byzantines, if a council did not sanction the Pope’s actions, they were unlawful. 

(Geanakoplos, 1955) 

 Patriarchs. The contention between the two churches was deeper than 

religion.  It infected church relationships.  The West misunderstood the Greeks because 

of their language and culture.  They set themselves apart with the filioque, unleavened 

bread, and unshaven beards. Their fellow brethren distrusted them as much as they 

distrusted the Muslims. (Geanakoplos, 1955)  

 Conclusion. Greek delegation was anxious about their fate.  If they 

adopted the doctrine of the Latin church, they would lose their religion, political, and 

socio-economic status. (Geanakoplos, 1955) Joseph Bryennios asserted, 



MEDIEVAL ARABIC SCHOLARSHIP 37 

 

Let no one be deceived by delusive hope that the Italian allied troops will come to 

save us, They will take arms only to destroy our city, our race, and our name. 

(Geanakoplos, 333-334) 

Some preferred being under Ottoman rule.  Under the Ottomans, they could practice 

Christianity their way. (Geanakoplos, 1955)  

 After much debate, the participants made an agreement.  However, in true form, 

the spectacle continued.  The Pope and the Bishop wanted to sign the document in the 

same place.  In the end, Mark of Ephesus was the lone holdout from the Byzantines.  On 

July 6, 1439, the Council approved the document.  The Pope became head of both 

churches.  The East retained its practices.  The West would send aid and protection 

against the Ottomans. (Geanakoplos, 1955) 

 The Greek delegation was apprehensive about the Latins’ integrity.  In their 

minds, the Europeans forced them to sign the document.  It was doubtful that the Holy 

See would fulfill its promises.  Ultimately, God would judge the East for heresy. On the 

contrary, the West seemed confident with the decision.  The results of the Council 

brought them prestige in economics and Florentine humanism.  Suspicions continued. 

(Geanakoplos, 1955) 

 Fall of Constantinople  

 Ottomans. The Seljuk Turks began taking control of Anatolian regions in 

the 11th century AD.  Turks and Eastern Christians built friendships for political interests.  

This acquaintance helped the Ottomans cross into Europe in 1352 AD.  Bulgaria and the 

Balkans fell under Turkish rule.  Mehmet the Conqueror took Constantinople in 1453 
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AD, ending the Byzantine Empire fourteen years after Florence.  The same Ottoman 

Empire continued to rule its territories until 1921 AD. (Bisaha, 2004) 

 The Byzantines were disappointed.  Its scholars petitioned the Latins for support.  

Therefore, they reluctantly agreed to reunite with Rome.  Because of Byzantine 

perseverance, The Byzantines spared Europe from Ottoman conflict for over 900 years.  

European scholars only appreciated Byzantium when it was gone.  Humanists mourned 

the loss of classical Greek texts, but not the fate of the Greek Byzantine people. 

(Geanakoplos, 1955) 

 Refugees. Even though Mehmed II rebuilt Constantinople and allowed 

Christians to practice their faith, some still preferred to be refugees in the West.  

Humanists sought their expertise during the Renaissance.  Emigres taught classical 

Roman and Greek texts to Europeans who had a renewed interest in all things old. 

(Bisaha, 2004) 

What authority did the Arabic Golden Age wield on the Renaissance? 

Arabs, the possession of knowledge. With the influence of Muhammad, Medina 

became a scientific center that held its scholars in high regard.  Religion nor ethnicity 

influenced the status of scholars.  As the knowledge from classical texts became 

accessible, Arabs applied those philosophical, theological, and scientific thoughts to their 

lives.  Muslim territories incorporated these aspects into their lifestyles as well.  Al-

Andalus established learning institutions in Cordoba and Granada.  When Muslims 

acquired southern Italy, they founded the Salerno medical school.  This school improved 

medical treatment across Europe, based on medical techniques from the East. (Eshkevari, 

2014)  
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 Europeans designed universities based on Islamic schools in Baghdad, Damascus, 

and Isfahan.  Russell Bertrand attributed Aristotle’s popularity to Muslim intellectuals.  

Copernicus and Galileo used mathematical calculations of Albategnius and astronomical 

tables of Zarqali.  European medical schools used Avicenna’s Canon of Medicine until 

the 1600’s to teach future doctors. Philosopher Averroes from Al-Andalus brought Greek 

philosophy to the West.  Scholarly texts from the East influenced Renaissance thinkers. 

(Eshkevari, 2014) 

Europe, the origin of western intellect. Anti-Muslim propaganda, promoted by 

the crusades, discredited Arab culture’s influence on modern science.  The Europeans’ 

dislike for Muslims evolved out of the political and religious climate of the day.  The 

Pope had political and sacred control which caused the monarchies to fall apart.  The 

Church used the dislike of the Muslims to unify Europe during the crusades.  Roger 

Bacon acknowledged Muslim innovations.  In contrast, he denounced the Muslim 

lifestyle without experiencing it.  He felt that they were “absorbed in sensual pleasures.” 

(Lyons, 5)  

 “Because Europe was reacting against Islam, it belittled the influence of Saracens 

and exaggerated its dependence on Greek and Roman heritage.” (Eshkevari, 21) 

Humanists referred to the Greeks, Turks, and Easterners, as ‘barbarian.’ (Bisaha, 2004) 

Referencing the Muslim defeat in 732 AD. at Poitiers, France, Venerable Bede, the 

Father of English History, wrote in his Ecclesiastical History of the English People, “…A 

dreadful plague of Saracens ravaged France with miserable slaughter; but they not long 

after in the country received the punishment due to their wickedness.” (Lyons, 49) The 

propaganda, employed by the Church, erased the Arabic legacy and contribution to the 
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world.  This allowed Europe to take ownership of the rediscovery of classical Greek and 

Roman texts and call it the Renaissance. 

 In this chapter, we saw how Arabic scholarship developed and expanded through 

the Caliphates and the Houses of Wisdom.  Superficially, Europe preserved Arabic 

scholarship; but their actions destroyed the source of Western scholarship.  Muslims 

employed academics from all races and religions to educate their society.  Arabs not only 

collected classical Greek, Roman, Hindu, and Persian texts, they used them to make new 

creations.  These innovations are the forerunners of modern technology.  Europeans 

claimed these endeavors as their own.  Their efforts compromised Arabic and Islamic 

contributions to the Western world.  In the next chapter, we discuss the significance and 

implications of the findings. 
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CHAPTER 5: DISCUSSION 

Overview of Findings 

 In the late Middle Ages, the Church was a powerful entity.  This authority kept its 

power because only 5% of the laity could read.  Everyone was not interested in getting an 

education.  Jobs were skills that family members learned and passed down through 

generations.  Those who wanted an education could not afford it.  Authors and scribes 

wrote manuscripts on materials such as papyrus and parchment because paper did not 

exist in Europe.  Moveable type and bound books did not occur until 1450, making 

education an expensive undertaking for the common person.  Because of the power that 

the church held, the clergy was the most educated in society. (Corning, 2015)  

 As clergy traveled to Byzantium to study, they became enamored.  The Houses of 

Wisdom held volumes of literature of the time and antiquity.  Byzantines and Arabs used 

this knowledge to create a cosmopolitan society.  Emperors of Byzantium created a 

heterogenous culture.  This way of life was atypical in Europe, except for Al-Andalus.  

European scholars shared these ideas with their communities when they returned to 

Europe. (Eshkevari, 2014)  They faced criticism from those who did not understand the 

East.  The residents accused them of witchcraft and sorcery.   

 When the influence of the Church began to wane, it set out to destroy Byzantium 

and the East to unify its followers.  The Church labeled the Byzantines, Arabs, and 

Greeks as barbarians.  European society devalued and negated their contributions.  

During the crusades and when Constantinople fell to the Ottomans, humanists felt that the 

pagans and barbarians had gotten what they deserved.  Petrarch commented, “Amidst the 

error there shone forth men of genius, and no less keen were their eyes, although they 
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were surrounded by darkness and dense gloom; therefore, they ought not so much be 

hated for their erring but pitied for their ill fate.” (Mommsen, 227) Western Europe now 

had their chance to claim lost Greek classics for their own. (Lyons, 2010) The Dark Ages 

was a term that acted as a call to arms. It protested the time of darkness and what it stood 

for. (Mommsen, 1942) 

Research Significance 

 As I was collecting information, I see the same tactics used in current politics that 

Pope Urban II and Petrarch used.  Our actions today do affect the people of tomorrow.   

Generalizations, stereotypes, and prejudices are difficult to overcome.  You could say 

that the Church and the humanists were being patriotic in their actions; they were 

protecting Europe by fighting against the Arab invaders; they were claiming their 

inheritance, the Holy land; or they were keeping Europe pure.  However, these arguments 

do not justify the acts that the crusaders and the Church committed.  In capturing the 

Holy Land, crusaders murdered Christians, Jews, Muslims, and Arabs under the guise of 

the Cross.  Furthermore, due to the invasions from the north, Norsemen contaminated 

European ancestry.  These pursuits were, instead, driven by greed. “After the fourth 

crusade of 1204, Greeks cleansed their altars after Latin use and rebaptized their children 

after Latin Rites.” (Geanakoplos, 333) Initially, Pope Urban II called the crusaders to 

protect Constantinople from the invading Ottomans. Instead, this mission became 

inhumane.  Like Pope Urban II’s lingering propaganda against Muslims, the crusades 

irreparably damaged the Church’s integrity. 

Implications of the Study  
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 The research contained in this document is not meant to be a definitive listing of 

Arabic scientific discoveries and contributions but to illustrate how historians chose to 

deliberately manipulate historical records.  Intense research and discovery of primary 

source documents help to uncover such manipulations.   

Directions for Future Research 

 Based on previous research, women in Arabic and Muslim societies have held 

prominent roles.  Therefore, I assume that they played a significant role in acquiring, 

developing, and innovating knowledge during this time.  It would be of benefit to explore 

how Arabic women contributed to these events.  I would, also, like to examine the 

primary documents that are in this thesis and the circumstances surrounding them. 

Conclusions and Recommendations 

 “The contrast once so fashionable, between the ages of darkness and the ages of 

light has no more truth in it than have the idealistic fancies which underlie attempts at 

Medieval revivalism.” (Mommsen, 226) In the Americas, most people know nothing 

about the Islamic Golden Age.  The majority of Americans see little or nothing to admire 

in Islam or the Muslim world. (Lyons, 2010) Middle Eastern history consists of a 

discussion about Mesopotamia and cuneiform.  Mostly, everything else is learned from 

church and the Bible, for those who actually practice Christianity.  American annalists 

depict European history as visions of knights in shining armor, castles with dark 

dungeons, and maidens in distress.  In the Age of Exploration, society puts Spain as the 

forerunner with Christopher Columbus and his three ships leading the way.  Historians 

briefly mention the occupation of Spain by the Moors that ended a few years before 

Columbus sailed.  It is a sidebar, even though, Muslims ruled Spain and parts of Europe 



MEDIEVAL ARABIC SCHOLARSHIP 44 

 

for 1000 years.  This is because the Moors’ impact on Spain was a dark, shameful time in 

its history. (Nelson, 2007) People credit European scholars with technological and 

scientific discoveries not knowing, or caring, that the knowledge came from the Arabs. 

 The histories of non-European peoples retell their exploitation, subjugation, and 

suffering, often omitting their intellectual and scholarly achievements.  Pope Urban II 

employed propaganda about Arabs and Muslims that people believe today, for example, 

the notion that Islam did nothing to advance the work of the ancients; Christianity is love 

and Islam stands for cruelty; and Christians are chaste and Muslims, sexual deviants. 

(Lyons, 2010) Due to the denial of the wisdom and contributions of non-Judeo-

Christians, archivists regard Europe as the origin of western intellect and thought. 

(Eshkevari, 2014) 
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Appendix A 

 

Pope Urban's Speech (as told by Robert of Clermont, Historia Hierosolymitana) 1095 

Western Outer Eurasia ("France") 
The following is a recounting of a memory of Pope Urban II's speech inspiring a 

number of Western Europeans (more than 50,000 took part in some fashion) to go 

on the "Peasants'" and First Crusade.  
 

In the year of our Lord's Incarnation one thousand and ninety-five, a great council was 

celebrated within the bounds of Gaul [France], in Auvergne, in the city which is called 

Clermont. Over this Pope Urban II presided, with the Roman bishops and cardinals. This 

council was a famous one on account of the concourse of both French and German 

bishops, and of princes as well. Having arranged the matters relating to the Church, the 

lord pope went forth into a certain spacious plain, for no building was large enough to 

hold all the people. The pope-then, with sweet and persuasive eloquence, addressed those 

present in words something like the following, saying: 

 

"Oh, race of Franks [Frenchmen], race from across the mountains, race beloved and 

chosen by God, as is clear from many of your works,- set apart from all other nations by 

the situation of your country as well as by your Catholic faith and the honor which you 

render to the holy Church: to you our discourse is addressed, and for you our 

exhortations are intended. We wish you to know what a grievous cause has led us [the 

Papal retinue] to your country, for it is the imminent peril threatening you and all the 

faithful which has brought us hither. 

 

From the confines of Jerusalem and from the city of Constantinople a grievous report has 

gone forth and has repeatedly been brought to our ears; namely, that a race from the 

kingdom of the Persians [really not Persians, but rather Turkic- and Arabic-speaking 

people], an accursed race, a race wholly alienated from God, `a generation that set not 

their heart aright and whose spirit was not steadfast with God,' violently invaded the 

lands of those Christians and has depopulated them by pillage and fire. They have led 

away a part of the captives into their own country, and a part have they have killed by 

cruel tortures. They have either destroyed the churches of God or appropriated them for 

the rites of their own religion. They destroy the altars, after having defiled them with 

their uncleanness The kingdom of the Greeks [Byzantium] is now dismembered by them 

and has been deprived of territory so vast in extent that it could be traversed in two 

months' time. 

"On whom, therefore, is the labor of avenging these wrongs and of recovering this 

territory incumbent, if not upon you, you upon whom, above all other nations, God has 

conferred remarkable glory in arms, great courage, bodily activity, and strength to 
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humble the heads of those who resist you? Let the deeds of your ancestors encourage you  

and incite your minds to manly achievements: the greatness of King Charlemagne, and of 

his son Louis, and of your other monarchs, who have destroyed the kingdoms of the Turks 

[this never really happened] and have  extended the sway of Church over lands 

previously possessed by the pagan. Let the Holy Sepulcher [the tomb where Jesus was 

allegedly buried] of our Lord and Saviour, which is possessed by unclean nations, 

especially arouse you, and the holy places which are now treated, with ignominy and 

irreverently polluted with the filth of the unclean. Oh, most valiant soldiers and 

descendants of invincible ancestors, do not degenerate; our progenitors, but recall the 

valor of your progenitors. 

 

"But if you are hindered by love of children, parents, or of wife, remember what the Lord 

says in the Gospel, `He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me', 

'Every one that hath forsaken houses, or brethren [brothers], or sisters, or father, or 

mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my name's sake, shall receive an hundredfold, 

and shall inherit everlasting life.' Let none of your possessions retain you, nor solicitude 

for you, family affairs. For this land which you inhabit, shut in on all sides by the seas 

and surrounded by the mountain peaks, is too narrow for your large  population;  nor  

does  it  abound  in  wealth; and it furnishes scarcely food enough for its cultivators. 

Hence it is that you murder and devour one another, that you wage war, and that very 

many among you perish in intestine strife.' 

 

"Let hatred therefore depart from among you, let your quarrels end, let wars cease, and 

let all dissensions and controversies slumber. Enter upon the road to the Holy Sepulcher, 

wrest that land from the wicked race, and subject it to yourselves. That land which, as the 

Scripture says, 

 

`floweth with milk and honey' was given by God into the power of the children of Israel. 

Jerusalem is the center of the earth ; the land is fruitful above all others, like another 

paradise of delights. This spot the Redeemer of mankind has made illustrious by his 

advent, has beautified by his sojourn, has consecrated by his passion, has redeemed by 

his death, has glorified by his burial. 

 

"This royal city, however, situated at the center of the earth, is now held captive by the 

enemies of Christ and is subjected, by those who do not know God, to the worship the 

heathen. She [Jerusalem] seeks, therefore, and desires to be liberated and ceases not to 

implore you to  come to her aid. From you especially she asks succor [assistance],  
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 because as we have already said, God has conferred upon you above all other nations  

great glory in arms. Accordingly, undertake this journey eagerly for the remission of 

your sins, with the assurance of the reward of imperishable glory in the kingdon of 

heaven.." 

 

"And we neither command nor advise that the old or those incapable of bearing arms, 

undertake this journey. Nor ought women to set out at all without their husbands, or 

brother, or legal guardians. For such are more of a hindrance than aid, more of a burden 

than an advantage. Let the rich aid the needy and according to their wealth let them take 

with them experienced soldiers. The priests and other clerks, whether secular or regulars 

are not to go without the consent of their bishop; for this journey would profit them 

nothing if they went without permission. Also, it is not fitting that laymen should enter 

upon the pilgrimage without the blessing of their priests. 

 

"Whoever, therefore, shall determine upon this holy pilgrimage, and shall make his vow 

to God to that effect, and shall offer himself to him for sacrifice, as a living victim, holy 

and acceptable to God, shall wear the sign of the cross of the Lord on his forehead or on 

his breast. When, indeed, he shall return from his journey, having fulfilled his vow, let 

him place the cross on his back between his shoulders. Thus shall ye, indeed, by this 

twofold action, fulfill the precept of the Lord, as lie commands in the Gospel, 'he that 

taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy of me."' 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Robinson, J. H. (Ed.). (1904). Readings in European history. I, 312-316. Boston: 

Ginn and Company. Retrieved July 29, 2019, from 

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/urban2a.html 
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Descriptions of Crusaders Slaughtering Jews, 1096 

As the First Crusade got underway, a number of soldiers on their way to the Holy Land 

began attacking and destroying Jewish communities while they were still in Western 

Europe. Below are two different accounts of these massacres.  

 

Albert of Aix's Description 

At the beginning of summer in the same year in which Peter, and Gottschalk, after 

collecting an army, had set out, there assembled in like fashion a large and innumerable 

host [many] of Christians from diverse kingdoms and lands; namely, from the realms of 

France, England, Flanders ["Belgium"], and Lorraine [along the upper Rhein River] I 

know not whether by a judgment of the Lord, or by some error of mind;, they rose in a 

spirit of cruelty against the Jewish people scattered throughout these cities and 

slaughtered them without mercy, especially in the Kingdom of Lorraine, asserting it to be 

the beginning of their expedition and their duty against the enemies of the Christian faith. 

This slaughter of Jews was done first by citizens of Cologne. These suddenly fell upon a 

small band of Jews and severely wounded and killed many; they destroyed the houses 

and synagogues of the Jews and divided among themselves a very large, amount of 

money. When the Jews saw this cruelty, about two hundred in the silence of the night 

began flight by boat to Neuss. The pilgrims and crusaders discovered them, and after 

taking away all their possessions, inflicted on them similar slaughter, leaving not even 

one alive. 

 

Not long after this, they started upon their journey, as they had vowed, and arrived in a 

great multitude at the city of Mainz. There Count Emico, a nobleman, a very mighty man 

in this region, was awaiting, with a large band of Teutons [German knights], the arrival of 

the pilgrims who were coming thither [there] from diverse lands by the King's highway. 

 

The Jews of this city, knowing of the slaughter of their brethren, and that they themselves 

could not escape the hands of so many, fled in hope of safety to Bishop Rothard. They 

put an infinite treasure in his guard and trust, having much faith in his protection, because 

he was Bishop of the city. Then that excellent Bishop of the city cautiously set aside the 

incredible amount of money received from them. He placed the Jews in the very spacious 

hall of his own house, away from the sight of Count Emico and his followers, that they 

might remain safe and sound in a very secure and strong place. 

But Emico and the rest of his band held a council and, after sunrise, attacked the Jews in 

the hall with arrows and lances. Breaking the bolts and doors, they killed the Jews, about 

seven hundred in number, who in vain resisted the force and attack of so many thousands.  
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They killed the women, also, and with their swords pierced tender children of whatever  

age and sex. The Jews, seeing that their Christian enemies were attacking them and their 

children, and that they were sparing no age, likewise fell upon one another, brother, 

children, wives, and sisters, and thus they perished at each other's hands. Horrible to say, 

mothers cut the throats of nursing children with knives and stabbed others, preferring 

them to perish thus by their own hands rather than to be killed by the weapons of the 

uncircumcised. 

 

From this cruel slaughter of the Jews a few escaped; and a few because of fear, rather 

than because of love of the Christian faith, were baptized. With very great spoils taken 

from these people, Count Emico, Clarebold, Thomas, and all that intolerable company of 

men and women then continued on their way to Jerusalem, directing their course towards 

the Kingdom of Hungary, where passage along the royal highway was usually not denied 

the pilgrims. But on arriving at Wieselburg, the fortress of the King, which the rivers 

Danube and Leytha protect with marshes, the bridge and gate of the fortress were found 

closed by command of the King of Hungary, for great fear had entered all the Hungarians 

because of the slaughter which had happened to their brethren. . .  

 

But while almost everything had turned out favorably for the Christians, and while they 

had penetrated the walls with great openings, by some chance or misfortune, I know not 

what, such great fear entered the whole army that they turned in flight, just as sheep are 

scattered and alarmed when wolves rush upon them. And seeking a refuge here and there, 

they forgot their companions. . . . 

 

Emico and some of his followers continued in their flight along the way by which they 

had come. Thomas, Clarebold, and several of their men escaped in flight toward 

Carinthia and Italy. So the hand of the Lord is believed to have been against the pilgrim 

who had sinned by excessive impurity and fornication, and who had slaughtered the 

exiled Jews through greed of money, rather than for the sake of God's justice, although 

the Jews were opposed to Christ. 

 

The Lord is a just judge and orders no one unwillingly, or under compulsion, to come 

under the yoke of the Catholic faith. 
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Guibert of Nogent's Description 

 

In the monastery there was a monk who was a Jew by birth. When the beginning of the 

pilgrimage to Jerusalem began to be bruited throughout the Latin world, he was thus 

rescued from his superstition. On a certain day when the people of Rouen who had joined 

in that expedition under the badge of the cross, began to complain to one another, " We, 

after traversing great distances towards the East, desire to attack the enemies of God 

there. But this is wasted labour, since before our eyes there are Jews, of all races the 

worst foes of God." Saying this and seizing their weapons, they herded them into a 

certain church, driving them in either by force or guile, and without discrimination of sex 

or age put them to the sword, but allowed those who accepted Christianity to escape 

slaughter During this massacre a certain nobleman, seeing a little boy, rescued him and 

took him to his mother. 
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When the Crusaders Arrived in the Eastern Mediterannean, 1096-97 

Anonymous, Gesta Francorum ("Deeds of the Franks") written ca. 1100 

 

The "Peasants' " Crusade led by Peter the Hermit first got to Constantinople and the 

frontier with Islam. 

 

1096 The Christians [Crusaders] conducted themselves badly, inasmuch as they tore 

down and burned buildings of the city and carried off the lead with which the churches 

were constructed sold it to the Greeks. The [Byzantine] Emperor [Alexios] was enraged 

thereat and ordered them to cross the Strait [to Anatolia]. After they had crossed, they did 

not cease doing all manner of evil, burning and plundering houses and churches. ... 

 

...the Turks, hearing that Peter the Hermit and Walter the Penniless were in Civitote, 

which is located above the city of Nicaea, went there with great joy to kill them and those 

who were with them. And when they had come, they encountered Walter with his men 

(all of) whom the Turks soon killed. But Peter the Hermit had gone to Constantinople a 

short while before because he was unable to restrain that varied host, which was not 

willing to listen either to him or to his words. The Turks, indeed, rushed upon these 

people and killed many of them. Some they found sleeping, some lying down, others 

naked - all of whom they killed. With these people they found a certain priest celebrating 

mass, whom they straightway martyred upon the altar. Those who could escape fled to 

Civitote; others hurled themselves headlong into the sea, while some hid in the forests 

and mountains. But the Turks, pursuing them to the fortress, collected wood to bum them 

with the fort. The Christians who were in the fort, therefore, set fire to the wood that had 

been collected, and the fire, turning in the direction of the Turks, cremated some of them; 

but from the fire the Lord delivered our people at that time. 

 

Nevertheless, the Turks took them alive and divided them, just as they had done the 

others, and scattered them through all these regions, some to Chorosan, and others to 

Persia. This all happened in the month of October. The [Byzantine] Emperor, upon 

hearing that the Turks had so scattered our people, was exceedingly glad and sent for 

them (the Turks) had them cross the Strait.. After they were across, he purchased all their 

arms. 
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Anna Comnena, The Alexiad X.5, trans. and ed. Elizabeth Dawes (London, 1928) 

 

1097: [The Eastern Orthodox Christian Patriarch of Constantinople--monarch of the 

Byzantine Empire--Emperor Alexios I], heard a report of the approach of innumerable 

Frankish [Crusader] armies. Now he dreaded their arrival for he knew their irresistible 

manner of attack, their unstable and mobile character and all the peculiar natural and 

concomitant characteristics which the Frank retains throughout; and he also knew that 

they were always agape for money, and seemed to disregard their truces readily for any 

reason that cropped up. For he had always heard this reported of them, and found it very 

true. However, he did not lose heart, but prepared himself in every way so that, when the 

occasion called, he would be ready for battle. And indeed the actual facts were far greater 

and more terrible than rumour made them. For the whole of the West and all the 

barbarian tribes which dwell between the further side of the Adriatic and the pillars of 

Heracles [where the Mediterranean meets the Atlantic Ocean], had all migrated in a body 

and were marching into Asia through the intervening Europe, and were making the 

journey with all their household. ... 

 

... And those Frankish soldiers were accompanied by an unarmed host more numerous 

than the sand or the stars, carrying palms and crosses on their shoulders; women and 

children, too, came away from their countries. And the sight of them was like many rivers 

streaming from all sides, and they were advancing towards us through Dacia [the 

Balkans] generally with all their hosts. Now the coming of these many peoples was 

preceded by a locust which did not touch the wheat, but made a terrible attack on the 

vines. This was really a presage as the diviners of the time interpreted it, and meant that 

this enormous Frankish army would, when it came, refrain from interference in Christian 

affairs, but fall very heavily upon the barbarian Ishmaelites [Muslims] who were slaves to 

drunkenness, wine, and Dionysus [not really, this is largely propaganda]. For this race is 

under the sway of Dionysus and Eros, rushes headlong into all kind of sexual intercourse, 

and is not circumcised either in the flesh or in their passions. It is nothing but a slave, nay 

triply enslaved, to the ills wrought by Aphrodite. For this reason they worship and adore 

Astarte and Ashtaroth too and value above all the image of the moon, and the golden 

figure of Hobar in their country. Now in these symbols Christianity was taken to be the 

grain because of its wineless and very nutritive qualities; in this manner the diviners 

interpreted the vines and the wheat. However let the matter of the prophecy rest. 

The incidents of the barbarians' approach followed in the order I have described, and 

persons of intelligence could feel that they were witnessing a strange occurrence. 
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Source:  Munro, D. C. (1896). Letters of the crusaders: translations and reprints from the 

original sources of European history. I(4). Retrieved from 

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/cde-letters.html 
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The Conquests (1098-99)-Stephen Blois 

Stephen of Blois was a noble of Normandy who married one of the daughters (Adele) of 

William the Conqueror (of England), and his son eventually ended up on the English 

throne (1135-41 CE). He was one of the leaders of the armies of the First Crusade. 

Fulcher (author of the following document) was a priest who accompanied Stephen.  

 

Stephen of Blois' Letter 

(Antioch, March 29, 1098) 

 

Count Stephen to Adele, his sweetest and most amiable wife, to his dear children, and to 

all his vassals of all ranks - his greeting and blessing, 

You may be very sure, dearest, that the messenger whom I sent to give you pleasure, left 

me before Antioch [a city in the Levant] safe and unharmed and through God's grace in 

the greatest prosperity. And already at that time, together with all the chosen army of 

Christ, endowed with great valor by Him, we had been continuously advancing for 

twenty-three weeks toward the home of our Lord Jesus. You may know for certain, my 

beloved, that of gold, silver and many other kind of riches I now have twice as much as 

your love had assigned to me when I left you. For all our princes, with the common 

consent of the whole army, against my own wishes, have made me up to the present time 

the leader, chief and director of their whole expedition. 

 

You have certainly heard that after the capture of the city of Nicaea we fought a great 

battle with the perfidious Turks and by God's aid conquered them. Next we conquered for 

the Lord all Romania and afterwards Cappadocia [Anatolia or "Turkey" today]. And we 

learned that there was a certain Turkish prince Assam, dwelling in Cappadocia; thither 

we directed our course. All his castles we conquered by force and compelled him to flee 

to a certain very strong castle situated on a high rock. We also gave the land of that 

Assam to one of our chiefs and in order that he might conquer the above-mentioned 

Assam, we left there with him many soldiers of Christ. Thence, continually following the 

wicked Turks, we drove them through the midst of Armenia, as far as the great river 

Euphrates. Having left all their baggage and beasts of burden on the bank, they fled 

across the river into Arabia. 

 

The bolder of the Turkish soldiers, indeed, entering Syria, hastened by forced marches 

night and day, in order to be able to enter the royal city of Antioch before our approach. 

The whole army of God learning this gave due praise and thanks to the omnipotent Lord. 

Hastening with great joy to the aforesaid chief city of Antioch, we besieged it and very  
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often had many conflicts there with the Turks; and seven times with the citizens of  

Antioch and with the innumerable troops coming to its aid, whom we rushed to meet, we 

fought with the fiercest courage, under the leadership of Christ. And in all these seven 

battles, by the aid of the Lord God, we conquered and most assuredly killed an 

innumerable host of them. In those battles, indeed, and in very many attacks made upon 

the city, many of our brethren and followers were killed and their souls were borne to the 

joys of paradise. 

 

We found the city of Antioch very extensive, fortified with incredible strength and almost 

impregnable. In addition, more than 5,000 bold Turkish soldiers had entered the city, not 

counting the Saracens, Publicans, Arabs, Turcopolitans, Syrians, Armenians and other 

different races of whom an infinite multitude had gathered together there. In fighting 

against these enemies of God and of our own we have, by God's grace, endured many 

sufferings and innumerable evils up to the present time. Many also have already 

exhausted all their resources in this very holy passion. Very many of our Franks [French], 

indeed, would have met a temporal death from starvation, if the clemency of God and our 

money had not succoured them. Before the abovementioned city of Antioch indeed, 

throughout the whole winter we suffered for our Lord Christ from excessive cold and 

enormous torrents of rain. What some say about the impossibility of bearing the beat of 

the sun throughout Syria is untrue, for the winter there is very similar to our winter in the 

West. 

 

When ... the emir of Antioch - that is, prince and lord - perceived that he was hard 

pressed by us, he sent his son Sensodolo [Chems Eddaulab] by name, to the prince who 

holds Jerusalem, and to the prince of Calep, Rodoarn [Rodoanus], and to Docap 

[Deccacus Ibn Toutousch], prince of Damascus. He also sent into Arabia to Bolianuth 

and to Carathania to Hamelnuth. 

 

These five emirs with 12,000 picked Turkish [i.e., Muslim, not all Turkish-speakers] 

horsemen suddenly came to aid the inhabitants of Antioch. We, indeed, ignorant of all 

this, had sent many of our soldiers away to the cities and fortresses. For there are one 

hundred and sixty- five cities and fortresses throughout Syria which are in our power. But 

a little before they reached the city, we attacked them at three leagues' distance with 700 

soldiers, on a certain plain near the "Iron Bridge." God, however, fought for us, His 

faithful, against them. For on that day, fighting in the strength that God gives, we 

conquered them and killed an innumerable multitude - God continually fighting for us - 

and we also carried back to the army more than two hundred of their heads, in order that  
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 the people might rejoice on that account. The emperor of Babylon also sent Saracen  

[Arabic] messengers to our army with letters, and through these he established peace and 

concord with us. 

 

I love to tell you, dearest, what happened to us during Lent. Our princes had caused a 

fortress to be built which was between our camp and the sea. For the Turks daily issuing 

from this gate, killed some of our men on their way to the sea. The city of Antioch is 

about five leagues' distance from the sea. For this reason they sent the excellent 

Bohemond and Raymond, count of St. Gilles, to the sea with only sixty horsemen, in 

order that they might bring mariners to aid in this work. When, however, they were 

returning to us with those mariners, the Turks collected an army, fell suddenly upon our 

two leaders and forced them to a perilous flight. In that unexpected flight we lost more 

than 500 of our foot soldiers to the glory of God. Of our horsemen, however, we lost only 

two, for certain. 

 

On that same day truly, in order to receive our brethren with joy, and ignorant of their 

misfortunes, we went out to meet them. When, however, we approached the above-

mentioned gate of the city, a mob of horsemen and foot-soldiers from Antioch, elated by 

the victory which they had won, rushed upon us in the same manner. Seeing these, our 

leaders sent to the camp of the Christians to order all to be ready to follow us into battle. 

In the meantime our men gathered together and the scattered leaders, namely, Bohemond 

and Raymond, with the remainder of their army came up and narrated the great 

misfortune which they had suffered. 

 

Our men, full of fury at these most evil tidings, prepared to die for Christ and, deeply 

grieved for their brethren, rushed upon the sacrilegious Turks. They, enemies of God and 

of us, hastily fled before us and attempted to enter their city. But by God's grace the affair 

turned out very differently: for, when they wanted to cross a bridge built over the great 

river Moscholum, we followed them closely as possible, killed many before they reached 

the bridge, forced many into the river, all of whom were killed, and we also slew many 

upon the bridge and very many at the narrow entrance the gate. I am telling you the truth, 

my beloved, and you may be very certain that in this battle we killed thirty emirs, that is 

princes, and three hundred other Turkish nobles, not counting the remaining Turks and 

pagans. Indeed, the number of Turks and Saracens killed is reckoned at 1,230, but of ours 

we did not lose a single man. 
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Source: Munro, D. C. (1896). Letters of the crusaders: translations and reprints from the 

original sources of European history. I(4). Retrieved from 

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/cde-letters.html 
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Radulph of Caen 

1098: In Maara our troops [Crusaders] boiled pagan [Muslim] adults in cooking pots; 

they impaled children on spits and devoured them grilled. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: The Chronicle of Fulcher of Chartres, Book I (1095–1100). (1998). In Peters E. 

(Ed.), The First Crusade: "The Chronicle of Fulcher of Chartres" and 

Other Source Materials (p. 84). University of Pennsylvania Press. 

Retrieved from http://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt3fhh0t.7 
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Fulcher of Chartres, Chronicle of the First Crusade 

 

1099: The Siege of the City of Jerusalem. When the Franks beheld the city and realized 

that it would be difficult to take, our leaders ordered wooden ladders to be made. By 

carrying these to the wall and erecting them, and climbing with fierce energy to the top of 

the wall, they hoped with the help of God to enter the city. 

 

[After a failed ladder attack] our leaders ordered the engineers to make machines of war 

[siege weapons]. They hoped when these were moved up to the walls to attain the desired 

result with the help of God. Therefore this was done. 

 

Meanwhile, however, our men did not suffer from lack of bread or meat. Yet because the 

area was dry, unwatered, and without streams our men as well as their beasts suffered for 

lack of water to drink. Wherefore, because necessity demanded it, they brought water 

daily to the siege from four or five miles away, laboriously carrying it in the skins of 

animals. 

 

When the machines were ready, namely battering rams and scrofae [portable roofs to 

shelter sappers--diggers--from missiles], our men again prepared to attack the city. 

Among those contrivances they put together a tower made of short pieces of timber 

because there was no large stuff in that area. When the command was given they 

transported the tower, in sections, by night to a corner of the city. In the morning they 

quickly erected it, all assembled, not far from the wall, together with petrariae [stone 

hurlers] and other auxiliary weapons which they had prepared. After they had set it up 

and well protected it on the outside with hides, they pushed it little by little nearer the 

wall. 

 

Then some soldiers, few it is true but brave, climbed upon the tower at a signal from the 

trumpet. The Saracens [Muslims] nevertheless set up a defense against them. With 

fundibula[sling shots] they hurled small burning brands soaked in oil and grease against 

the tower and the soldiers in it. Therefore many on both sides met sudden death in this 

fighting. 

 

From the side where they were located, namely Mount Zion, Count Raymond and his 

men launched a heavy attack with their machines. From the other side where Duke 

Godfrey, Count Robert of Normandy, and Robert of Flanders were stationed there was 

still greater assault upon the wall. These were the events of that day. 
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The next day at the sound of the trumpets they undertook the same task with still more 

vigor. As a result they made a breach in the wall by battering it in one place with rams.  

The Saracens had suspended two timbers in front of the battlements and tied them there 

with ropes as a protection against the stones hurled at them by their assailants. But what 

they did for their advantage later turned to their detriment, by Divine Providence, For 

when the Franks had moved the aforesaid tower up to the wall they used falchions 

[curved swords] to cut the ropes by means of which the two beams were suspended. With 

these timbers they contrived a bridge and skillfully extended it from the tower to the top 

of the wall. 

 

Already one stone tower on the wall, at which those working our machines had thrown 

flaming brands, was afire. This fire, gradually fed by the wooden material in the tower, 

caused so much smoke and flame that none of the city guards could remain there any 

longer. 

 

Soon therefore the Franks gloriously entered the city at noon on the day known as Dies 

Veneris [Friday], the day in which Christ redeemed the whole world on the Cross. Amid 

the sound of trumpets and with everything in an uproar they attacked boldly, shouting 

“God help us!” At once they raised a banner on the top of the wall. The pagans were 

completely terrified, for they all exchanged their former boldness for headlong flight 

through the narrow streets of the city. The more swiftly they fled the more swiftly they 

were pursued Arabs as well as Ethiopians, fled into the Tower of David, and other shut 

themselves up in the Temples of the Lord and of Solomon. In the courts of these 

buildings a fierce attack was pressed upon the Saracens [some of these "Saracens" were 

actually Jews and Christians living in Jerusalem; they were not all Muslim]. There was 

no place where they could escape our swordsmen. 

 

Many of the Saracens who had climbed to the top of the Temple of Solomon in their 

flight were shot to death with arrows and fell headlong from the roof. Nearly ten 

thousand were beheaded in this Temple. If you had been there your feet would have been 

stained to the ankles in the blood of the slain. What shall I say? None of them were left 

alive. Neither women nor children were spared. 

 

The Spoils Taken by the Christians. How astonishing it would have seemed to you to see 

our squires and footmen, after they had discovered the trickery of the Saracens, split open 

the bellies of those they had just slain in order to extract the bezants which the Saracens  
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had gulped down their loathsome throats while alive! For the same reason a few days  

 

later our men made a great heap of corpses and burned them to ashes in order to find 

more easily the above-mentioned gold. 

 

And also Tancred rushed into the Temple of the Lord and seized much gold and silver 

and many precious stones. But he restored these things, putting them or their equivalent 

back into the holy place. This was in spite of the fact that no divine services were 

conducted there at that time. The Saracens had practiced their rule of idolatry there with 

superstitious rite and moreover had not allowed any Christian to enter. 

 

The Stay of the Christians in the City. After this great slaughter they entered the houses of 

the citizens, seizing whatever they found in them. This was done in such a way that 

whoever first entered a house, whether he was rich or poor, was not challenged by any 

other Frank. He was to occupy and own the house or palace and whatever he found in it 

as if it were entirely his own. Thus they mutually agreed upon this right of possession, In 

this way many poor people became wealthy. 

  

Then the clergy and laity, going to the Lord’s Sepulcher and His most glorious Temple, 

singing a new canticle to the Lord in a resounding voice of exultation, and making 

offerings and most humble supplications, joyously visited the holy places as they had 

long desired to do. 

 

Oh day so ardently desired! Oh time of times the most memorable! Oh deed before all 

other deeds! Desired indeed because in the inner longing of the heart it had always been 

hoped by all believers in the Catholic faith that the place in which the Creator of all 

creatures, God made man, in His manifold pity for mankind, had by His birth, death, and 

resurrection, conferred the gift of redemption would be restored to its pristine dignity by 

those believing and trusting in Him. 

 

They desired that this place, so long contaminated by the superstition of the pagan 

inhabitants, should be cleansed from their contagion. 

It was a time truly memorable and justly so because in this place everything that the Lord 

God our Jesus Christ did or taught on earth, as man living amongst men, was recalled and 

renewed in the memory of true believers. And this same work which the Lord chose to 

accomplish through His people, His dearly beloved children and family, chosen, I 

believe, for this task, shall resound and continue memorable in the tongues of all nations 

until the end of time. 
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Muslim Responses (ca. 1100) 

This document is from the other side of the conflict, the perspective of a Muslim target of 

the First Crusade, 'Ali ibn Tahir al-Sulami, who was one of the Ulama (Islamic religious 

scholars) 

 

Kitab al-Jihad of 'Ali ibn Tahir Al-Sulami (d. 1106) 

 

In the name of God, the Merciful, the Compassionate. 

The Messenger of God [Muhammad] (God bless him) said: "The caliphate concerns ... 

the hijra [Hegira, or flight] and jihad [Struggle] concern the Muslims." In his saying that 

after that the jihad concerns the Muslims is a visible proof it concerns all Muslims. If it 

concerns all Muslims, it remains their concern until the Day of Resurrection. ... 

 

... the [first] four caliphs and all the companions (of the Prophet [Muhammad]) agreed on 

the jihad's being incumbent on all [When later Caliphs, however] threw off [quit the 

practice of Jihad], made it necessary that God dispersed their unity, split up their 

[Muslin] togetherness, threw enmity and hatred between them and tempted their enemies 

to snatch their country from their grasp and (so) cure their hearts of them, they [Muslims, 

were] conquered in the same way one city after another in al-Andalus [Spain]. When the 

reports confirmed for them that this country [the Levant] suffered from the disagreement 

of its masters and its rulers' being unaware of its deficiencies and needs, they [the 

Christians] confirmed their resolution to set out for it, and Jerusalem was their dearest 

wish. 

 

They [Christians] looked out over Syria, on separated kingdoms, disunited hearts and 

differing views linked with hidden resentment, and with that their desires became 

stronger and extended to what they all saw. They did not stop, tireless in fighting the 

jihad against the Muslims. The Muslims were sluggish, and (we were) avoiding fighting 

them and they were reluctant to engage in combat until they conquered more than their 

greatest hopes had conceived of the country, and destroyed and humiliated many times 

the number of people that they had wished. Still now they are spreading further in their 

efforts, assiduous in seeking an increase (in their profits). Their desires are multiplying 

all the time because of what appears to them of the (Muslims') abstinence from 

(opposing) them, and their hopes are invigorated by virtue of what they see of their 

enemies' contentedness with being unharmed by them, until they have become convinced 

that the whole country will become theirs and all its people will be prisoners in their  
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hands. May God in his generosity humble their [Christian] ideas by bringing together  

 everyone [Muslim] and arranging the unity of the people, for he is near, and answers 

(prayers). 

 

...I said: "What I have mentioned showed that if a group was needed to carry out an 

expedition, our duty was incumbent on all of them. That was in something similar to this 

situation which we are in now with this group attacking the country of Islam..." 

 

Abu Hamid Muhammad al-Ghazali said:  

 

"Whenever a year passed without an expedition every Muslim (who was) free, 

responsible and capable of taking part in an expedition went out on one, seeking by it to 

exalt the word of God (who is praised), to demonstrate his religion, to suppress by it his 

enemies the polytheists, to achieve the reward which God (who is praised) and His 

Prophet promised him from (fighting) the jihad in His cause, and to gain their (the 

enemies') wealth, women and lands 

 

If the enemy attacks one of its cities, and there are not enough people in it to fight and 

defeat them, it is obligatory on all the cities belonging to Syria to send people to it to 

fight until there are sufficient (people) 

 

None are excepted from the imposition of obligations except those with (reasonable) 

excuses and impeding physical disabilities. We shall mention them if God wills." 

 

This is superfluous to what I am saying. I wrote that which is here from the words of one 

of the imams from the followers of Al-Shafi'i in Damascus, when the Franks - may God 

destroy them - descended on Antioch... 

 

Prepare - God have mercy on you - to strive hard at the imposition of this jihad and the 

obligation to defend your religion and your brotherhood (of Muslims) with aid and 

support. Take as (your) booty an expedition which God (who is exalted) has arranged for 

you without great effort or (even) the exertion of a cheek, which has come to you. Take it 

with the good fortune granted by God (who is praised) from nearby and this mundane 

world. You will gain it from a finest winner, and (will also gain) a glory of which the 

clothes (will) remain on you for many ages to come. ... 

 

The most astonishment is at a sultan who takes pleasure in life or continues living as he is 

with the shadows of this calamity, of which the outcome is conquest (by) these  
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blasphemers and exile from the country by force and subjugation, or staying with them 

and being imprisoned and tortured by night and day.  

 

By God! By God, you community of sultans of the country, and those prominent persons,  

soldiers and others who are considered prominent, young men, stalwart supporters and 

lords recently acquired from wealth and inherited, who follow them, drive away 

insignificant things and sluggishness, and go to fight the jihad with your wealth and 

yourselves. O you who believe, if you aid God, He will aid you and make your footsteps 

firm. 

 

Do not fight (one another) or you will fail and will not succeed. Put faith in the aid of 

God (who is praised), o you (people) and inform yourselves of the victory, by His will, 

over your enemies Know that God (who is praised) only sent this enemy to you as a 

trial, to test your steadfastness with it. He said (God blesses and is exalted), "Let Us test 

you so that We will know those of you that fight hard and are steadfast, and We will test 

your experiences."... 

 

It was shown from another hadith, which I think is sufficiently documented for me, that 

this group was from the people of Syria. In another hadith is the fact that they were from 

Jerusalem and its surroundings   

 

From this is proof of its (Jerusalem's) being (supposed to) return to the 

Muslims, and that a group will be in it We have heard in what we have heard of a 

sufficiently documented hadith, mentioning in it that the Rum (Byzantines) will conquer 

Jerusalem for a set period of time, and the Muslims will gather against them, drive them 

out of it, kill them all except for a few of them, (and) then pursue their scattered remnants 

to Constantinople, descend on it and conquer it. This is certain... 

 

O you who do wrong, commit sin, persist (in your sinning) and are neglectful, you are in 

greater need of all that before (you undertake) your jihad.... 

Now also incumbent on the sultan [leader] is command over what God (who is exalted) 

has made a duty to him of guarding the religion, guiding the Muslims and defence of 

himself, his army and them (the Muslims), just as it came from the (lips of) the lord of 

those who were sent: "Whoever looks after a group of subjects, and does not give them 

good advice, God has forbidden him Paradise." I said: "Good advice has many meanings, 

one of which is watching over his subjects, protecting them and driving the harmful 

enemies from them." The other famous hadith in this meaning is his statement (God bless  
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 him): "All of you are guardians, and all of you are responsible for His subjects.  "In this  

way it is incumbent on our sultans and whoever God (who is praised) has appointed to 

rule us - may God make good their peace- making and guidance - that they follow the 

model of those who preceded them, from those who were like them, what came of that in 

their religion, and what their Prophet entrusted them with, about which his words 

approximately are: "Do not snub each other, oppose each other or envy each other. Be 

worshippers of God in a brotherhood as God ordered you," and other words than those of 

instruction. Helping them and aiding them all that they can, joining their hands and 

abilities to it, and taking on all this burden and toil in targeting this group, is incumbent 

on all the people of soldiers, citizens, peasants and all the rest of the people. Even the 

smallest contribution will be appreciated. They (will) do in their jihad many times what 

the people did in their military expeditions to their lands and (the territories of) the Rum 

[Byzantines], to drive them from there and efface their traces.... 

 

From them come our hopes of hastening a victory over them (the Franks) because of 

what is true concerning their weakness, the paucity of their cavalry and numbers, and the 

(far) distance of their reinforcements and support. That has happened by the help of God 

(who is praised), with the calming of concerns about them by the removal of their 

cancerous consumption of worldly riches from their booty [treasure], ... Then (will come) 

victory, by the taking back of what they took from the country of the Muslims, the 

displaying of the religion of Islam in them, and the restoring of them to what they were 

before their taking of them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Niall Christie. (2001). The Origins of Suffixed Invocations of God's Curse on the 

Franks in Muslim Sources for the Crusades. Arabica, 48(2), 254-266. Retrieved 

from http://www.jstor.org/stable/4057613 


