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Sweden’s Real Lessons
It's Not Only All Welfare and Social Justice
The year 2015 has come to a close with so many of the beastly memories buried in its bosom.  Mankind is stepping into the New Year with so much Hope. That Hope, among many other factors, is also linked to the USA’s Presidential Elections and what policies, both internal and international, are formulated and implemented in the world by the next US President Will those be for the benefit of the minority rich or will those be to uplift humankind as a whole in this Global Village? It is time to pause and reflect.
Almost a century ago, in 1914, mankind’s thought process entered a phase of turmoil. The Old World Order was rejected by Human Nature. The New World Order was in the making. The resistance by the old order plunged mankind into the “Great War”, Nazism and Fascism, culminating in another World War; at the end of which mankind ushered in a new phase of a “divided world” between two emerging super powers – USA and USSR – representing the two extremes of “individualism” and “collectivism”. 
In that “chaos” there was a region in the north of this planet earth – Sweden - which opted not to be swept away by the two waves, one originating in the West and the other in the East, and instead, it offered mankind a “Middle Way” which came to be known as “Scandinavian Socialism”. It was a concept of a state based on the secular principle of “beneficence” and “mercy” towards all living and non-living things in the state’s geographical boundaries, human beings included. That type of state came to be referred to as the “Universal Social Welfare State”. As for the international policies of Sweden, those were based on “neutrality”. That “Middle Way” brought out the best in the “human being” and made Sweden the best “Social Welfare State” in the world. Interestingly there was no religion dictating the affairs of the state but only the “essence” of all religions which is acceptable by Human Nature. 
Returning to the upcoming elections of the United States of America, it is encouraging to observe that the Democratic Party’s Presidential candidates are at least considering the “Swedish Model” and the “Middle Way” in their debates.
In an article Fabrizio Tassinari, head of Foreign Policy Studies at the Danish Institute for International Studies and visiting professor of European Studies at Humboldt University,  writes, “Scandinavia’s democratic socialism has had something of a starring role in Democratic discussions. In the debate on October 13, U.S. presidential candidate Bernie Sanders extolled the virtues of Europe’s north: “We should look to countries like Denmark,  Sweden and Norway,” he argued, “and learn from what they have accomplished for their working people.” Sanders’ paean elicited a flat rebuke from Hillary Clinton: “We are not Denmark.”
Fabrizio further explains his point, “For the better part of the past century, Nordic countries seemed to provide a third way between East and West. At the height of the Cold War, this positioning was understood in diplomatic terms; some of the countries remained neutral. But before then and again more recently, it was a social-economic label. The region seemed to mix free markets and universal social protection better than anyone else.”
In one of the many books published on the subject, Sweden: The Middle Way, by the U.S. journalist Marquis Childs, most vividly captured the tradeoff. Published in 1936 in the aftermath of the Great Depression, this small book became an unlikely blockbuster. It was one of the first instances in which the idea of Scandinavian politics as a solution to the United States’ woes became popular. U.S. President Franklin D. Roosevelt was even known to have looked to it for ideas for reform. In particular, the book chronicled with admiration the experience of cooperative movements in Sweden and the extent to which government’s intervention in the economy coexisted with private sector initiatives.
Fabrizio suggests, “What Scandinavia has to offer the United States is more than a utopian vision of universal health care; it offers lessons about the future of liberal democracy. Scandinavia has accumulated valuable experience trying to reconcile technocracy and populism, a balance that can quickly deteriorate when it is not founded on a watertight social contract between the citizens and the state. The upheavals and wide divergence among Scandinavian countries in their responses to Europe’s ongoing refugee crisis testify to the risk. Indeed, Scandinavia’s best lesson for others is that, in the future, state success will rest on finding a middle way between the forces that pull liberal democracy in opposite directions.”
Notwithstanding what Fabrizio has opined in his article, Sweden’s  “Middle Way” needs to be studied in depth in the present “chaos” which has overtaken mankind once more, after a hundred years, in the shape of a continuous and perpetual “War against Terrorism”. It has once again divided mankind. This time it is a religious divide; into “Muslim” and “non-Muslim” world. 
One of the Republican Presidential candidates, Mr.Trump, in one his speeches declared “banning the entry of Muslims” in the USA. Such statements from a potential Presidential candidate is indicative of the discriminative mindset which prevails in the USA and needs to be checked, lest it leads to a fascist USA. That would be the “unkindest cut of all” to the American Constitution and the American people.
A century ago, Sweden had provided the “Middle Way” between two economic extremes; today, once again, Sweden’s “Secular State” and the “Middle Way” can provide a solution to the present division of the world on religious grounds. Because of Sweden’s secular policies, there is no discrimination between a Muslim or a non-Muslim; that is one of the reasons why not only the government but also the people of Sweden welcomed the Syrian refugees with open arms.
Incidentally the solution to this “Muslim and non-Muslim” divide is also hidden in Sweden’s secular “Middle Way” which has been practiced for the last one hundred years with success.
The opening verses of the Quran (The Muslim’s Holy Book) declares, “All Praises belong to Allah, Lord of all the worlds, the Beneficent, The Merciful”. (Rab-ul-Ala’ameen, in Arabic). It is a concept of a “secular” God who has no favorites. The Muslims cannot have a monopoly on such a secular God, and thus cannot impose their religious beliefs on the rest of mankind, neither by sword nor by any other means.
It is hoped that 2016 ushers in search of not “Clash of Civilizations” but a “Merger of Civilizations” to bring about peace for Humankind. It is hoped that whoever occupies the White House after 2016 elections would follow the “Middle Way” and avoid extending the ongoing war in various parts of the world for whatever reason; and bring in socio-economic justice to various sections of humanity, starting with its own.
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